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‘Oscar’ Embraces Diversity

Clockwise (L to R): Denzel Washington
repeats what Poitier did 39 years ago.
Halle Berry made an emotional speech
when she took home Oscar. Sidney Poitier
is acknowledged for a lifetime of achieve
ment.
by Barry A. Me Intosh
Entertainment
One of the most beau
tiful and gifted actresses in
Hollywood emerged from
a shadow that had been
cast for 74 years on a
medium that had formally
made a practice of exclu
sion. Halle Berry, in her
first Oscar nomination,
beat out a tough field, to be
the first female AfricanAmerican to win an Oscar
for performance in a lead
ing role.
To even be writing this
story in this vein in the
year. 2002 is a crime. To
think that in 74 years, only
39 African-American act
ors have even been nomi

of institutional exclusion.
Previous to Sunday night,
7 Blacks, broke through
and won an Oscar.
Thu previous 7 were:
1939 ' Hattie McDaniel,
Best Supporting Actress,
"Gone With the Wind"
1948: James Baskett,
Honorary Oscar, "Song of
the South"
1963c Sidney Poitier, Best
Actor, "Lilies of the Field"
1982: Louis Gossett Jr.,
Best Supporting Actor,
"An
Officer and
a
Gentleman"
1989: Denzel Washington,
Best Supporting Actor,
"Glory"
1990: Whoopi Goldberg,
Best Supporting actress,

nated tells a chilling story'”" "Ghost" ’

1996: Cuba Gooding Jr.,
Best Supporting Actor,
"Jerry Maguire"
There are many rea
sons for the slighting of the
tremendous talents of
actors of color for so long.
One is a lack of access to
roles that traditionally give
actors the chance to be
seen and display the depths
of their talents. Another,
which is inextricably,

WE BELIEVE
IN PEOPLE

Seventh graders Antonio Williams(left), Austin
Hogans (right), and Erin Mitchell (middle)
conduct business at the Mega Bookmark Booth,
selling magazines, books, and posters,
the students are able to buy business-minded student,
products and services pro other kids walked around
vided by their own class trying to promote their
mates and teachers.
school’s newsletter, selling
Despite his young age, for $4 a pop. Older stu
one student had the outgo dents , led their young
ing nature of a car sales cohorts by the hand,
man, going from booth to instructing them on how to
booth approaching adults spend their money; making
and fellow classmates, sure they counted out the
rather than wait for them to correct
amount.
Ms.
come to him. With a sim Clark’s and Ms. Playford’s
ple "no-thank you," how 5th graders ran the. bank,
ever, he was off to making sure everything
approach the next prospec was in order. Throughout
tive client, in his no-haggle Maximo
approach. Like this young continued on pg. 6

The St. Petersburg Branch
NAACP Hosted Florida State
Conference State Board Meeting

Pinellas County Urban League
Sponsors "4th Annual
Domestic Violence
Community Forum"———----- —

minal County Court Judge,
The Honorable Michael F.
Andrews, was the keynote
speaker. \ Judge Andrews
spoke on the devastating
effects of domestic vio
lence and enlightened the
participants with statistical
data related to the dynaittical cycle in the Pinellas
County area. He indicated
that the courts perceive
domestic violence as a very
serious issue and that he is

Violence
continued on pg. 5

WELCOME! NEW ADVERTISERS
The Weekly Challenger welcomes the following new advertisers:
Earth Missions Ministries and Photos By Bill Thomas
Make your choice of worship an informed one. Cheek out the Earth Missions
Ministries ad when you make your choice on page 15. In need of a photographer?
Thomas may be who you’re looking for. Check out his ad on page 18..

Bill

appreciates the fact that retail advertisers spend their precious dollars with us. It
is a privilege to offer their services to our readers. And we hope that as readers, you patronize their
businesses since they are investing in a product that is targeted specifically to our communities. As an
added bonus to advertisers who put their trust in the power of TAe Weekly Challenger, we want to call
attention to them as they begin to appear in our paper.
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Rays’ catcher Toby Hall plays “Simon Says” with
the kids at Campbell Park Elementary.
by Candace K. Clarke
Challenger Staff Writer
ST. PETERSBURGOn Wednesday, March 20,
kids at Campbell Park
Elementary were treated to
a fun and surprising after
noon, as their school was
the site of the "Reading is
Cool" Program, sponsored
by the Tampa Bay Devil
Rays, Fox Sports Net, and
the Pinellas County School
System. The project was
kicked off on Wednesday
afternoon, to an energized

Oscars....

Black on Black Task Force members with Pinellas County Urban League
President and CEO James Simmons and Honorable Judge Michael Andrews

L to-R: Watson Haynes, Ernest Williams, Rene Flowers, Ken Ulrich
The St. Petersburg the Key to the City by rational message that
Branch NAACP was host Councilman Ernest Wil touched everyone present.
for the i Florida State liams and Councilwoman The message received sev
Conference of NAACP Rene Flowers read the eral standing ovations.
Branches, State Board Proclamation
declaring
Community
leaders
Meeting March 15-16.
March 15 and 16 NAACP and elected officials were
The Friday evening weekend in St. Petersburg. in attendance and gave
worship service was held at Elder Clarence Welch words of welcome to our
McCabe United Methodist presided over the program. out-of-town guest. Pres
Church. Elder Rainey was
Choirs from St. Mark ident Darryl Rouson deliv
phair of this event along and Mt. Zion progressive ered a very heart warm
wit Mrs. Mamie Rogers.
rendered the music to a full
State President Adora house. Pastor Louis Mur NAACP
Obi Nweze was presented phy delivered a very inspi- continued on pg. 9

Library and Community
Centers Forge Partnership
by Candace K. Clarke
Challenger Staff Writer
ST. PETERSBURGVery soon four community
centers in St. Petersburg
will be able to bring the
resources of the public
library to their own com
puter labs. The "Hands
Across the Net" projects
presented by St. Petersr
burg’s public library sys
tem and recreation depart
ment encompasses Wild
wood, Lakewood, Camp
bell Park and Roberts com
munity centers. On Wed-

Presrt Std
U.S. Postage
PAID
Permit #2271
St. Petersburg, FL

Tampa’s Rays, Fox,
and Pinellas Schools
Take Aim With
"Reading is Cool"

continued on pg. 13

The President & CEO burg, Florida. An estimat
of the Pinellas County ed seventy-five (75) con
Urban League, Mr. James cerned community citizens
O. Simmons, provided a were in attendance. The
warm welcome and intro purpose of the Domestic
duction for the 4th Annual Violence Community For
Domestic Violence Forum um was to publicly address
sponsored by the Pinellas the issues of domestic vio
County Urban League’s lence and to inform the
Black-on-Black Crime Pre community of available
vention Program and the fresotirces for victims as
Center Against Spouse well as their protective
Abuse (C.A.S.A.) The for rights under Florida laws.
um was held at the Our focus this year was on
Campbell Park Recreation Domestic Terrorism: "The
Center located at 601 14th Effects of Domestic Vi
Street South, St. Peters- olence on Children." Cri-

250

Maximo Students Adopt Their
Own "Micro Society"---------------by Candace K. Clarke
Challenger Staff Writer
Maximo Elementary
welcomed their second
"Market Day" of the school
year last Thursday, in an
effort to incorporate entre
preneurial skills in the
classroom. The event took
place during the morning
session,
and
actively
involved all 700 students,
as well as teachers, and
some parents. Kids walked.
around excitedly, inquisi
tive as to what their class
mates had to offer. From
hair braiding to book sell
ing, it was a busy day.
Maximo is in the start
up phase of its Micro
Society program, one that,
teaches its kids how to be
responsible and the man
agement of money, in
preparation of real-world
experience. Through the
use of "friendship dollars,"
earned throughout the
school year for good
behavior and completed
homework assignments,
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nesday, March 20th, the
official ribbon-cutting cer
emony was performed, as
Wildwood
Community
Center played host to the
grand opening of the
"Virtual Library" system;
What is special about
this project is that it allows
the kids and adults that use
the computer labs to now
explore St. Petersburg’s
library database. They are
able to perform searches on
subject material, join the
library’s book club, regis
ter for their library cards,

and even find out the latest
events that the library has
to offer. The new set-up
will also come equipped
with a library filtering sys
tem, so that parents can rest
assured that what their
children are researching is
appropriate. Part of the
project will also include a
pick-up and drop-off book
site at the community cen
ters around the city. The
funding for this effort is
through the Mildred L.

Library

county’s education system,
one
that
emphasizes
respected virtues.
The children were
introduced to Dick Crippen, the Rays’ executive
director of community
development, who served
as emcee for the afternoon.
However, his appearance
at the function was nearly
upstaged by "Raymond,"
the Devil Rays’ fuzzy blue
mascot, as the kids often
spontaneously chanted his
name. The room erupted
into giggles and laughter
as Raymond entered, pain
withstanding, as he negoti
ated his way through the
cafeteria’s
doorframe.
Grippen’s own enthusiasm
for the project, however,
was contagious', as he
grabbed the .attention of
the room to focus on read
ing and education. When
he asked how many kids
like to read, hands imme
diately shot up in the air.
A year in the making,
the "Reading is Cool" pro
gram will feature materials
such as videos, posters and
bookmarks, encouraging
children to read. It fea
tures a videotaped series of
Rays players such as pitch-

crowd of youngsters.
The Campbell Park
cafeteria , was packed with
boisterous kindergarten
through fifth graders, anx
ious to see what the pro
gram had to offer. They
received a preview filming
of several promotional
commercials set to appear
on TV, showcasing the
baseball club’s players as
reading and education sup
porters.
The collaboration, ini
tiated by Fox Sports Net,,
quickly teamed the Devil
Rays with Pinellas County
school
representatives.
The "Reading is Cool"
program is touted as the
newest product of the
"Commitment to Cha Reading
racter" curriculum for the continued on pg. 9
INSIDE THIS ISSUE
•WIN s .- .
Free Tickets to See World Famous Moscow Circus - Page 3
Free Computers-Page 3
Tickets to next week’s Tampa Bay Blues Fest - Page 13
Box Seats AWD Free Parking to Rays Baseball - Page 18 ■
• Job Opportunities for Low-Income Individuals - Page 3
• Pinellas County Urban League Black History Contest - Page 4
• Get your business in the African-American Listing FOR FREE
Page 6
• Local Audition Call - Page 6
• It’s time’ for JUNETEENTH - Sign Up Now - Page 6.
• Ebony Scholars & Student Comer - Page 7
• Have talent? Sign up Today for National Search - Page 13
1 OCALA News - Rosalyn Jones - Miss Jabberwock 2002 - Page 12

INDEX

Opinions...................................................................... ................... 2
Tampa Bay Area..................................................... .........3-7, 9
Woman's World....................................................... ................ 10
National.............................................. ...............
• :............11
North Central.............................................
.................12
Entertainment......................... ...........................
.................13
Religion............................... ....................................... ......... 14-17
Obituaries.;............... ..^.............. ..................
.....„.^A.17
Classified..................................................................... .<............. 18

continued on pg. 5

HAVE A WONDERFUL EASTER FROM THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER!

2

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, MARCH 28 - APRIL 3, 2002

OPINIONS
A Living Memorial to Cleveland Johnson, Jr.

The Weekly Challenger

“Black People Must Sell As Well As Buy Else Remain A Beggar Race
Cleveland Johnson, Publisher
(1967-2001)
Barry A. McIntosh...........................General Manager
The Weekly Challenger Office:
2500 M.L. King Jr. (9th) Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33705
(727)896-2922
Fax (727) 823-2568
email: tchallen@tampabay.rr.com
www.theweeklychallenger.com

THE BLACK PRESS believes that America can best
lead the world from racial antagonism when it accords
to every man, regardless of race, creed or color, his
human and legal rights. Hating no man, fearing no
man... the Black Press strives to help every man in the
firm belief that all men are hurt as long as anyone is
held back.

MEMBER

Southeast Black
Publishers
Association
Inc.
SPABCC

Few individuals make
a major impact on others
during their lifetime. Even
less accomplish things that
remain in memory after
they pass. Mr. Cleveland
Johnson is an exception to
both. His philosophy was
clear and simple. One
could not argue about his
focus and how it was the
catalyst that influenced the
vision of countless people
who met him.
Mr. Johnson was an
entrepreneur in the truest
sense. He created a suc
cessful newspaper, The
Weekly Challenger, out of
virtually nothing, and in
doing so he controlled his
destiny, and helped others
do the same. That is what

he preached incessantly; be more than selling has per
in control of your own des petuated some level of sub
tiny. To achieve that sort of jugation.
freedom, one must sell, and
An
often-repeated
even more importantly, sell story from those who tried
what belongs to them, not as they could to write sto
someone else’s product or ries for him was his
service. In other words, response to essentially "go
find yourself a business, sell an ad, and keep your
work it, be successful at it, story." He promoted the
and thus dramatically re participation in commercial
duce your dependence up enterprise, controlling your
on others for support. destiny. In addition, he
Working for someone else, backed up what initially
and having them control seemed like a harsh request
your income, has relegated by taking so many under
many African-Americans his wings and training them
to a beggar race, in some to "sell." This town is filled
cases more severely than with people who took his
others. Nevertheless, as advice, and are forever
Mr. Johnson experienced it, indebted to Mr. Johnson for
working for someone else, the success they’ve aand buying and spending chieved.

For those of us who Census Bureau report
were not privileged to meet showed that Blacks spent
Mr. Johnson and fully un from .5 - 15% more
derstand his philosophy, it money, on average, than all
does us well to understand American consumers for
the import of the words, necessities like Food, Tele
"Black People Must Sell phone, Utilities, Clothing,
As Well As Buy, Else and Major Appliances.
Remain A ‘Beggar Race.’" Another study by the
This is critically important National Tour Association
when we look at this equa showed that the Black fam
tion from the buying side. ily median income was
For example, the National 54% - 65% of white fami
Urban League reported that lies in the four age groups
during the decade of the 35-44, 45-54, 55-64, and
90S, "African-American 65+. Conversely, the same
buying power increased study reported that a Black
almost 73 percent." The family earning $30,000 a
challenge we face with that . year spends as much as a
increase in disposable in white family earning
come is the problem with $50,000. No wonder that
Mr.
Johnson stressed
too much spending.
Moreover, a 1997 U.S. "Selling" over "Buying."

The net result: a negative
net worth for a significant
majority of African-Ameri
cans when compared to
white Americans with com
parable incomes.
"Cleve," as many af
fectionately called him, is
no longer here, but the
stark reality of our plight
remains. It thus does us all
well to reflect heavily on
what motivated him, his
legacy: "Black People
Must Sell As Well As Buy,
Else Remain A ‘Beggar
Race’," lest we find our
selves failing to heed Mr.
Johnson’s warning issued
out of love and respect for
all of us!
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Election 2002 ——by Lou Frey
The history of Senate races
Congress is back in shows that there have been
session and the focus of 5 times since 1918 where
both parties is on the the President’s party did
November elections. The not lose seats.
Democrats have a 51/49
It is my guess that this
advantage in the Senate will be a year when
and the Republicans a Republicans go against
222/211 advantage in the history. There is no ques
House. The Republicans tion that the economy is
need to buck historical the key to the election.
trends, as the President’s When looking at House
party, especially in the races, one must remember
House, does poorly in mid that most incumbents are
term elections.
Since going to win unless they
1918, the President’s party have some extraordinary
has been on the losing end personal problem, such as
in 32 of the 34 mid-term Gary Cpndit. This means
elections. In some cases that there are only a mini
the losses have been espe mum number of races at
cially traumatic.
For issue; probably no more
instance, in 1922 the than thirty. Both parties
Republicans lost 75 seats. will pour money into these
In 1958, the Republicans races. They will also pour
lost 48 seats.
In the money into new seats cre
Watergate Year of 1974, ated by reapportionment.
the Republicans lost 48 In Florida, no one is sure
seats.
In 1994, the where the two new seats
Democrats lost 52 seats. will be; although it is clear
Only in 1934 and 1938, that one will be in the
when the Democrats were Southern part of the State
in power, did they pick up and one in the Central part
9 and 5 seats, respectively. of the State. Reapportion-

S

bv Michael King
In the late 19th and
early 20th centuries, a new
species of businessman
sprung up across the land.
Known as "robber barons,"
they were known, some
times unjustly, but often
accurately, for their ruth
less tactics and their
aggressive use of govern
ment
connections to
acquire vast wealth.
Many current rules and
laws regarding insider trad
ing and anti-trust were
inspired by the activities of
the robber barons.

Kennetih Lay, until .Re
cently head of the Enron
Corporation, fits of mold of
the
historical
robber
barons. Lay allegedly took
advantage of perceived
loopholes as he built Enron

into one of the most prof
itable firms in the nation's
history.
According to Capitol
Hill investigators, Lay and
his cohorts saw the writing
on the wall. As discoveries
began to be uncovered tales of alleged "cooking
the books" to show profits
that really weren't there
and the shredding of vital
documents, began to take
place - Lay and his com
rades-in-arms
quietly
cashed out and have since
feigned innocence at their
role in the company's
foundering.
Prior to Enron's implo
sion, executives from there
and other leading energy
companies had meetings
with White House staff.
The actual conversations

remain secret, but critics
allege that the meetings
helped Bush Administra
tion staffers shape the
President's energy policy.
Liberal Congressman
Henry Waxman (D-CA),
backed by a federal court,
is now demanding that the
minutes of those meetings
be made public. Waxman
insinuates that the Bush
Administration knew En
ron was about to implode
and did nothing. Or is it
that the Bush Administra
tion knew arid helped keep
things quiet so the "robber
barons" could escape? Or
was it that Enron suppos
edly funneled some of the
plundered monies to the
Bush Administration? In
any event, Waxman says
"we" need to know.

Never one to let the
potential for a photo oppor
tunity pass him by,
Reverend, Jesse Jackson
and many other left
wingers weighed in on
Enron, insisting that the
conservatives in power
benefited from Enron doing so at the expense of
displaced Enron employ
ees.
Now while all of this js
going on, Democratic Na
tional Committee (DNC)
head Terry McAuliffe has a
good friend in the chair
man of Global Crossing
Corporation, Gary Winnick. Winnick is a rather
significant
Democratic
contributor. He's given mil
lions to the DNC in the
past. Winnick gave Mc
Auliffe a ground-floor

opportunity to purchase
$100,000 in Global Cross
ing stock at an initial pub
lic offering price - which is
not ordinarily available to
anyone outside of Wall
Street insiders.
Global Crossing re
cently filed what is now the
fourth largest bankruptcy
in American business his
tory. But McAuliffe got out
unscathed. In fact, he came
out quite well. McAuliffe
cashed out before things
went bad and profited from
Global Crossing to the tune
of $18 million dollars.

"Just a sound personal
investment," McAuliffe
says. Yeah, I'd like to make
a handy 18,000% profit on
my investments, too.
Yet McAuliffe joins
Waxman, Jackson and

many of television's other
talking heads in demanding
an investigation of alleged
White House ties to the
downfall of Enron. Aren't
we looking at a true double
standard here? I don't see
anyone wanting an investi
gation of the DNC or of
McAuliffe for their role
with Global Crossing, but
the talking heads are spin
ning out of control trying
to keep the public's atten
tion squarely on the White
House and Enron.
I guess the robber
barons of the world take
care of their own.
Michael King is a
member of the AfricanAmerican leadership net
work Project 21 and an
Internet and radio broad
caster in Atlanta, Georgia.

Time to Stop "Nomination Profiling"
by Kevin Martin
We were shocked and
horrified to learn police
officers were using race as
a factor to identify poten
tial criminals. "Racial pro
filing" is condemned for
generalizing entire classes
of people.
But that was then and
this is now. In the liberalcontrolled U.S. Senate, it's
all the rage to openly dis
criminate against President
George W. Bush's nomi
nees simply because they
are conservatives. Liberal
senators, with the backing
of political special inter
ests, are engaging in "nom
ination profiling." In the
process, the reputations of
good people are being
dragged through the mud
for no defensible reason.
With Judge Charles
Pickering, Sr. of Missis
sippi, the term "knee-jerk"
comes to mind. The Senate
Judiciary Committee voted
against his nomination for
an appeals court judgeship.

After a Committee vote
that fell along ideological
and party lines, the full
Senate won't be consider
ing Pickering. According
the Constitution I'm famil
iar with, the full Senate is
supposed to confirm presidential nominees and not
just select committee mem
bers.
Groups and politicians
opposing conservative no
minees, are doing so on
expressly political grounds.
Senator Dianne Feinstein
(D-CA) said that was her
reason
for
opposing
Pickering on NBC's "Meet
the Press. " A judge, howev
er, is supposed to rule
based on existing law, and
the senators are supposed
to base their votes on qual
ifications, temperament
and record. In Pickering's
case, the Senate already
unanimously confirmed
him for a federal district
court judgeship in 1990,
and the American Bar
Association - which is not a

conservative group - gave
him a "well qualified"
ranking.
But liberals expect lib
eral judges to legislate
from the bench with disre
gard to the separation of
powers built into the
Constitution. They fear
conservative judges will do
the same or, more likely,
strike down previous liber
al rulings that went beyond
the law. Profiled conserva
tive nominees find their
reputations smeared.
To hear the liberal ver
sion of Judge Pickering's
record, you'd think he was
the Imperial Wizard of the
Ku Klux Kian. In reality,
Pickering testified against
the Imperial Wizard in
1967 (at great risk to him
self and his family) and
aided the FBI in itsKlanbusting operations. Op
ponents blew isolated halftruths out of proportion.
One example of Pickering's
insensitivity was a threepage law school paper writ-

ten in 1959 that discussed
but did not support
Mississippi's law banning
interracial marriage. Pick
ering believes interracial
marriage is a "personal
choice" and that bans are
unconstitutional, but critics
like Marcia Kurtz of the
Alliance for Justice used
that 1959 to call Pickering
"a throwback to the days of
the segregated South."
While liberal senators
took their cues from special
interest groups based in
places like New York City
and Washington, they
ignored those who know
Pickering best and would
be
served
by
him.
Thaddeus Edmonson, the
president of the Laurel,
Mississippi city council
and a former local NAACP
president, said, "If the peo
ple who are voting against
him because of some press
release would come down
here and talk to the people
who know him, I think they
would have a very different

opinion." Black folk in
Mississippi know Pick
ering is conservative, but,
as
Edmonson
notes,
Pickering "is very sensitive
on racial issues and always
makes sure that they are
safeguarded in his court."
But all this is moot
since Pickering's nomina
tion was voted down by the
Senate Judiciary Com
mittee.
Pickering deserved a
vote in the full Senate.
Beyond Pickering, there
are several other important
nominations still being
held up by the liberal lead
ership of the Senate.
Nominees such as Miguel
Estrada and D. Brooks
Smith are getting the same
treatment as Pickering.
Dozens more are simply
being ignored, leaving our
judiciary dangerously un
derstaffed. At the Depart
ment of Education, the
Office of Civil Rights is
leaderless as Senator Ted
Kennedy
manhandles

black conservative nomi
nee Gerald Reynolds.
It's time to end the
stonewalling.
Especially in the cases
of Pickering, Estrada and
Reynolds, civil rights
groups such as die NAACP
should be calling for quick
votes on these qualified
nominees for important
jobs. Instead, these groups
mouth their support for
racial tolerance while sit
ting on the leftmost fringe
of the political spectrum.
Just like the cops they've
criticized in the past,
they're' profiling nominees
for rough treatment.
Just as we've recog
nized the offensiveness of
racial profiling, let's also
quit the nomination profil
ing. We'll all be the better
off for it.
Kevin Martin is a
member of Project 21 who
owns an environmental
contracting firm in the
Washington, DC area.

ment has helped strengthen
incumbents and, to
a
minor extent, helped the
Republican Party because
file majority of the new
seats are in the Sunbelt. If
the economy continues to
stumble back in the right
direction, the Republicans
should be able to pick up a
few seats, possibly reach-

ing 230 seats.
In the
Senate the fight will be pri
marily in 9 states. The
Republicans must hold
North Carolina where Jesse
Helms is retiring, South
Carolina where Strom
Thurman is retiring, and
Texas where Phil Gramm is
retiring. There are other
races where incumbents

have significant chal
lenges.
In Arkansas,
Colorado
and
New
Hampshire, the Republican
incumbents are in trouble.
In Minnesota, Missouri,
and South Dakota, the
Democrat incumbents have
problems. Whoever wins
four of these races will
control the Senate.

President Bush’s popu
larity or lack of popularity
will be the deciding factor
in all these races. His pop
ularity will be a combina
tion of his success interna
tionally, the economy, and
the Administration’s ability
to avoid being caught up in
Enron or an Enron-type
issue. I would not be

shocked to see the Senate
end up in a 50/50 tie. I
wonder if there is another
Jim Jeffords in either party
in the Senate.
Lou Frey, Jr., Member
of Congress (FL ‘69-’79);
Past President, Former
Members of Congress;
Partner,
Lowndes,
Drosdick, Doster, Kantor

& Reed, P.A., Orlando,
Florida
On March 19, 1619,
William Tucker was
born, the first African
child born in the
colonies. Tucker was
baptized in Jamestown,
Virginia. There are
tmeonfirmed reports
that he lived to be 108
years old
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TAMPA BAY AREA NEWS
OPINION

by Fenn Ellery

Income Gap Follow-Through
With County, Schools.
On Thursday, March
21 this columnist met with
Pinellas County leaders in
pursuit of action concern
ing the racial income gap.
My wife and I as ACTs
(American Citizen Tax
payers), and this writer as
an Opinion Columnist for
The Weekly Challenger
Columnist, met as part of a
planned course of goal-ori
ented follow-through for
the five-column series.
The most' important
meeting involved Barbara
Sheen Todd, Rick Dodge,
and Leon Russell in
Clearwater. Mrs. Todd is
Chairman of the Pinellas
County Board of County
Commissioners, and may
be the most influential
woman in government
within Pinellas County
(PinCo).
(The
Hon.
Kenneth T. Welch is
Commissioner of District
7, which includes MidTown and most of
Southeastern PinCo.)
Rick Dodge, previous
ly a top City administrator,
is now Asst. County
Administrator.
Leon
Russell is Human Rights/
EEO Officer for PinCo.
Jointly these people, plus
Commissioner Welch, are
among the PinCo officers
and administrators who
can be an important part of
closing the racial income
gap - 45-50% as much for
Black ACTs.
Respectfully, per the
last full U.S. Census fig
ures (1990), the Median
Family Income for Black
ACTs is less than half that
for White ACTs. If the fig
ure is adjusted to subtract
survival - food, shelter,
clothing, etc. - the Discre
tionary Per Capita Income
(i.ev on a per person basis)
gets closer to one-third!
That is so unacceptable
that publicity, pressure and
follow-through are re
quired.
Why the meeting, and
what's the point? To effect
change you need to have
direct contact, with the
right parties, be wellorganized and have a com
pelling case, and pursue
spelled-out goals with con
certed action. Chair Mrs.
Todd was presented with a
copy of the five-column
income gap materials and
was asked for a response
(preferably in writing).
Then Mrs. Todd asked
if it would be possible for
her to have an article pre
pared which would spell
out the programs and
opportunities which exist
for
African-Americans
within Pinellas. General
Manager Barry A. Me
Intosh of The Weekly
Challenger is receptive to
the idea if it can be linked
to specifics which are pre
sented within Midtown,
leading to jobs!

offices in North County.
Finally - the School
District may soon be trying
to replace paper applica
tion form with a require
ment that you enter your
employment data in a com
puter. I certainly makes
sense, as we all continue to
move into the electronic
age, however, it is critical
to recognize that computer
literacy and access has not
infiltrated all of our resi
dents. We need to be care
ful that we don’t lose many
of those we actually wish
to reach, by full embracing
technology. We will ask for
more information, and
report back to you.
Give me your thoughts,
feedback. Fenn Ellery, ph.
(727) 866-2540. E-mail:
patnfenn@ aol.com

The prepared agenda
for the meeting, available
in advance, also contained
a discussion-opener for a
strong race relations pro
gram within the County.
Does PinCo have such an
agency, or policies sup
porting constructive race
relations activity? How
about a Human Rights
Commission? Or strong re
cruitment of young adults
to train and work at
Precincts on election days.
The School Board meet
ings were follow-through
from the column last week.
We went back to see what
the Administration Build
ing looked like re: employ
ment patterns. The concern
by AAVREC (AfricanAmerican Voter Research
and Education Comm.)
regarding "first impres
sions" was largely verified
again.
From the Lobby (two
guards and three switch
board operators) and Cafe
teria, through the aisles to
Dr. O'Howell's office the
only Black ACT we saw

We live and work in a
defective and wretched so
ciety, which is all the more
reason why we must teach
our young to be thoughtful,
kind and generous.
Those with grateful
spirits will be Surrounded
by blessings, and their pre
cious gifts of life will in
crease in value and free
dom.
The truth is that right
eous thought produces

was one employee

at a

abundant living, while poi

copy machine. Changes
were discussed (again,
since AAVREC and Vyrle
Davis have gone through
this before), in the
Lobby/Reception areas including the presence of
some African art and cul
turally relevant items
toward the Lobby.
We met with Dr.
Martha L. O'Howell and
Deborah Wedding, rbughly
the personnel and recruit
ment heads. They seemed
receptive, and the data they
will be sending will be
researched and reported to
you. Black ACTs James E.
Feazell, Ronald G. Nor
wood
and
Solomon
Stephens hold responsible
positions in areas such as
minority teacher recruit
ment, Personnel Relations,
and EEO.
In this columnist's
view the affirmative action
credibility of any major
agency depends on the
extent to which it comes
directly into the communi
ty, Midtown. The work
being done by Supervisor
of
Elections
(SOE)
Deborah Clark and her
staff in teaching ACTs
about the new touch screen
voting machines should be
examined by other agen
cies for the SOE's learning
- about community in
volvement!
SOE Clark is getting
into churches, libraries,
and not only Enoch Davis
Center but also the
Sanderlin Center, Wild
wood, Campbell Park, etc.
They are using flexible and
more community-friendly
hours. Clearly they real
ized that their training
goals could never have
been met by sitting in SOE

sonous thinking causes
limitations that block our
abundance and blessings.

(The views expressed by
The Challenger columnists are
not necessarily the views of The
Weekly
Challenger.
Fenn
Ellery, is a resident of St.
Petersburg, and is a member of
AAVREC, the African-Ameri
can Voter Research and
Education Committee, and
CUSP, Citizens United in
Shared Prosperity.)
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Alonzo Pietro,
explorer, set sail
with Christopher
Columbus.
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CALL The Weekly Challenger

April 5, 6, 7, 2002

Free Computers
.Gateway is donating up
to 4,500 computers, which
were used during the
Winter Olympic games, to
non-profit organizations.

The Department of
Health and Human Ser
vices, Administration for
Children and Families will
grant a total of $700,000 to
programs to test and evalu
ate ways of creating em
ployment and business op
portunities for individuals

CLEARWATER - The
Clearwater Police Depart
ment presents their Citizen
Police Academy, starting
April 3 and running
through June 5, every
Wednesday night from
6pm - 9pm at the Clear-

receiving
Temporary
Assistance for Needy
Families (TANF) and other
low-income individuals
through self-employment,
micro-enterprise,
new
business ventures, expan
sion of existing businesses
through technical and

financial assistance and
non traditional initiatives.
Call 1-800-281-9519 or
visit www.acf.dhhs.gov/programs/ocs/kitsl.htm for
more information.
Application deadline is
April 22, 2002

water Police Department.
You will learn about the
patrol, investigation, and
administration sections,
see a SWAT and K-9
demonstration, and experi
ence hands on with the
equipment, etc. You will

also receive a ball cap, tshirt, manual and certifi
cate at graduation. Space is
limited to 40 people.
Contact officer Carol
Schmidt for reservations.
562-4167.

KKK Rally Permit Draws Planned
Counter Demonstration--------- ----Challenger Staff Writer
ST. PETERSBURG The Ku Klux Kian, a white
supremacist organization
once feared for• its anti-

Black, anti-Jewish words
and actions, has obtained a
police permit for a "white
pride" rally on March 30 at
City Hall.
However, while at least
one organization says it
will hold a counter demon
stration, the City Council
last week backed off for
mally rebuking the KKK
despite one council mem
ber’s request.
The parade permit,
issued on March 14, is for
a two-hour "white pride"
rally whose purpose is
"spreading white pride,"

Now $4486

Now $5214

99 Plymouth Neon
Was 10995

99 Dodge Neon
Was 11995

Now $6404

Now $6974

97 Dodge Intrepid
Was 10995

99 Dodge Dakota
Was 10995

96 Chrysler LHS
Was 11995

Now $7468

Nbw $8416

Now $8810

2000 Ford Ranger P/U
Was 11995

99 Dodge Intrepid
Was 13995

Now $8916

Now $9904

97 Buick LeSabre
Limited
Was 13995

98 GMC Safari Van
Was 13995

98 Dodge 1500 P/U
Was 14995

Now $9986

Now $10609

98 Dodge Grand
Caravan
Was 14995

98 Toyota Camry
Was 13998

99 Ford Windstar
Was 17995

Now $11856

Now $12749

Now $11832

For more information
or to submit an application
for consideration, please
visit www.gateway.com/olympics/donations.shtml.

See How Your Police Department Works

95 Chevy Lumina
Was 7995

Now $5934

Priority will be given to
organizations working to
improve access to technol
ogy in under-served com
munities.

Job Opportunities for Low-Income
Individuals (JOLI)-------------- —-------

94 Olds Cutlass
Was 7995

96 Dodge
Conversion Van
Was 9995

896-2152
by Charles Howard

Call Today - 727-822-8996

22NDAVLN0RTH&U.S.19
sawtMfer ST. PHERSBURG 727-321-0500
Now $3888

"Yesterday has gone, forget
it. Today is here, use it.
Tomorrow may not come, So
don't wait on it."

APRIL 11 4:30 & 7:30 Shows

M-F 8:30-8:30 * Sat. 8:30 to 6:30 • Sun. 11 to 6

93 Pontiac
Gran Am
Was 5995

RAMBLING

And Win Free Tickets to
The Moscow State Circus

according to the permit
application released by the
police department. The
National Knights of the
KKK, the sponsoring or
ganization with a Lakeland
address, says the estimated
50-100 participants will
carry mostly cards and
some banners with the
names, addresses, and tele
phone numbers of the
KKK, the "Aryan" Nation,
and the National Socialist
Movement.
The planned rally drew
fire from the International
People’s Democratic Uhuru Movement (INPDUM).
"Stop the Ku Klux
Kian Rally" and "demand
economic development in
the Black community,"
blared a flyer from
INPDUM widely distrib
uted in Midtown last week.
"The KKK has waged a
terror campaign against
Africans" since its incep
tion in the 1860’s, the flyer
blared. "We have a respon
sibility to stop these terror
ists from undermining our
struggle for justice, pro
gress, and economic trans
formation."
The flyer, which urged
people to attend an "ur
gent" community meeting
Wednesday night at the
Uhuru House, called on
Mayor Rick Baker and the
City Council to "de-

nounce" the KKK and "im
mediately" provide re
sources for "transforming
our community through
the creation of our own

businesses
and com
merce."
However,
council
members declined to for
mally "denounce" the
KKK during last Thurs
day’s council meeting. Not
one of the seven remaining
council members present
would second Council
Member Jay Lasita’s mo
tion for a council resolu
tion condemning the
KKK’s known actions,
even after Lasita agreed to
remove the KKK reference
in the motion on the advice
of the city’s legal staff.
Lasita had to persuade
the council to even make
his motion following dis
cussion of a proposed ordi
nance that would have
banned street vendors from
actually stepping onto city
roadways to sell newspa
pers and other merchan
dise.
Critics of that ordi
nance included a member
of INPDUM, and of
Citizen’s
United
for
Shared Prosperity. Both
criticized city officials for
issuing the KKK rally per
mit.

Now $9947
98 Chrysler
Concord
Was 14995

Now $10935

WOODIES
HAT BOX

jP

655 Central Ave.
Phone 823-0823

Nexus - Paul Mitchell
Design Essentials - Menders
Revlon - T.C.B. - Bantu

99 Dodge Dakota
Club Cab
Was 16995

98 Dodge Dakota
Club Cab
Was 16995

01 Dodge Grand
Caravan Sport
Was 21995

Now $12793

Now $12996

Now$16922

Hairstyling

97 GMC 1500 Xtra
Cab Stepside 4x4
Was 21995

00 Dodge
Conversion Van
Was 21995

01 Chrysler PT
CruiserLimited
Was 20995

Now $16948

Now $17712

Now $18218

3Y2.7 llth Avenue North
St. Petersburg, FL 33713
Telephone: 323-8649

Hires

MORE UNIQUE WAYS
TO STRETCH A
DOLLAR
TAX FAX
CREDIT CAPER!
If you’re a business
person, you’re probably
aware of the fact that the
Internal Revenue Service
allows you to depreciate,
for tax purposes, the cost
of your business equip
ment. But in addition to the
deduction, you can sub
tract up to seven percent of
the cost of business equip
ment acquired after 1974
as a direct credit against
your income tax.
For equipment with a
useful life of seven or
more years you deduct
seven percent of the total
cost for five to seven years,
seven percent of two thirds
of the cost, and for three to
five years, seven percent of
one third of the cost.
Besides applying to the
usual items - typewriters,
business automobiles and
so on - farmers may take a
credit for livestock, stock
water wells and various
improvements. File Form
3468, Richard A. Sutter,
Tax Court, Vol. 21, page
170(1953).
La Forge et- a| vs„
Commission, a Federal
Reporter, 2nd ed., vol. 434,
page 370 (2nd Federal
Court 1970).

Max Plishner et al, Tax
Court Memo, 1962-208,
filed August 30, 1962
(Prentice-Hall
or
Commerce
Clearing
House).
HAPPY BIRTHDAY
March 28th - Carrie
Carter and Ruth Perryman;
March 29th thru April 3rd Berdell
Jones,
Edna
Highsmith,
Terrance
Johnson,
Cryshifpa
McClure, Ericka N. Clay,
Jacquelyn Ray (Howard)
Osborne, Ahmad Jenkins,
Janae R. and Janel N.
Harris, Sheena Wilson,
Gloria J. Brown, Johnnie
Mells Crawford, Jae Silas
Baker, James Byrd, Gloria
Jeanette Evans, Pamela B.
Iffla, Ethel Robinson and
Emelda Streeter.
HAPPY APRIL FOOL’S
DAY
April 1st - Deborah
Haughbook; April 2nd Betty Fuller, Angela Mc
Ghee
and
Alicia
Haughbrook; April 3rd Karen L. Johnson, Tonya
T. Clark and Kaytronia
Brown.
There is perhaps nothing
sp bad and so dangerous j
in life as fear (mentions)..
UNTIL NEXT WEEK,
JUMP TO IT!

There IS A Reason To Read

The Weekly Challenged

COMMUNITY
BILLBOARD

• Hands Across the Bay:
Stimulating the Black Economy,
Thursday, March 28,
5:00 - 8:00 p.m., Bayfrfont Center
• 2nd Annual “Come-Unity Day”,
Saturday, March 30, 10am-4pm,
Campbell Park Rec. Center,
601 14th St. South

Happy Easter
To Ope apd All!!!

For more information about Community
Billboard, call us at (727) 896-2922
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WHAT ARE THEY
DOING NOW?

Pinellas County Urban League Sponsors
"Tenth Annual Black History Month
Essay Contest and Awards Ceremony'

THIS &
THAT

by Baheenah Hazika-Zuna

by Mabel Cooper
residents of Midtown. The
Manhattan Casino/Ballroom where many of the
greats of the 30’s, 40’s and
50’s regularly performed
has already been acquired.
The old Mercy Hos
pital is slated to be soon
restored and open to the
Deputy Mayor
community for critical and
Goliath Davis
preventive care through a
When it was an partnership between the
nounced that Police Chief, Johnnie Ruth Clarke clinic
Goliath Davis, was going and the Bayfront Hospital.
to retire just a few months That was made possibleafter the African-American through Congressman Bill
community helped elect Young’s help in obtaining a
Rick Baker mayor, to say, 3.5 million dollar grant.
"I was angry" is an under
The old Royal Theater,
statement.
which is now the local boys
Then to add .injury to and girls club will be seek
insult Baker brings back a ing community involve
chief we definitely did not ment to renovate that build
need or want, again.
ing into a performing arts
However, I had a theater.
Jordan
Park
chance to talk to Davis re School’s significance to the
cently and he explained community is legendary. It
everything. "My decision too needs to be renovated
to retire was made before and re-introduced to a new
Mayor Fischer left office," generation of Africansaid Davis. "We decided to American students. Head
keep it quiet until after the Start is now on the proper
election."
ty in portables.
Mayor Baker went to
A full service post
Chief Davis his second day office, a banking and lend
in office to discuss what ing institution, a large
direction the police depart chain supermarket and
ment was going when other businesses that not
Davis told him he was only promote community
retiring. Davis said, "I had commerce but also offer a
told a few close friends and living wage to the members
my family but I didn’t tell of the community are a part
Rick Baker until after he of the initiative.
had taken office. He spent
- As Rome was not built
the whole day trying to get in a day, so the rebuilding
me to change my mind."
of an area that has deterio
"I know a lot of people rated and long been neg
thought he knew I was lected, will not be revital
going to retire but Mayor ized in a day. Davis would
Baker really didn’t know. , love to wave a magic wand
In fact, shortly after I told and say, "Presto, chang-o"
him, I went to Las Vegas and it is all done. However,
and he called me there try we know that real life does
ing to get me to stay," stat not a fairytale make.
ed Davis.
When Davis retired as
I know I am not alone chief he could have gone
when I say that during home and went fishing
Davis’ term in office there everyday or did what he
was a feeling of safety in wanted to do, but he did
the African-American com not. He jumped in with
munity. I believe in crimi two feet into another posi
nals getting their just tion, ready and willing to
deserts but I abhor the dis serve the people of our
respect so many officers community. Every now and
L have shown the Black com then we have to stop listen
munity in general. For just ing to the mass media’s
a while we had a champion negative comments about
in office; one we could talk our champions and look at
to; one who knew our chil what he or she is really
dren’s names and our fami doing.
ly members.
"I am really excited
Now this man of the about the future and I look
people has embarked on forward to working with
another venture for the the Midtown residents to
benefit of the African- accomplish their vision for
American community. As the economic development
Deputy Mayor, Davis is the for midtown," said Deputy
Executive Administrator of Mayor Davis.
the Office of Economic
It is hard to change any
Development for Midtown. thing standing on the out
I have heard several . side banging on the win
people say: What and dow and shouting. But
where is Midtown? From instead, why not open the
the information I have read door, go inside and see
it is the area encompassed what you can do to help.
by 2nd Ave. N to 30th Ave. Volunteerism is the back
S and from 34th St. on the bone of our society and this
west and 4th St. S. in the initiative needs its share as
east.
The
Strategic well.
Planning Initiative is a bold
Harambee!
and daring plan for the
Email
Baheenah
revitalization of this area.
Hazika-Zuna: BaheenahPart of the area is the @ tampabay.rr.com
(Baheenah Hazika-Zuna is
22nd Street corridor. This
a former writer for the St.
is a historical area in the Petersburg Times. The views
black community and has expressed by The Challenger
columnists are not necessarily
sites that were the center of the views of The Weekly
black life for many of the Challenger.)

Joanna Grant, one of
the Black History
Essay Contest judges

High School division
(1st Place)
Jessica Sounthala

High School division
(2nd Place)
Mireia Setkic

Middle School division
(1st Place)
Moira Kiernan

Middle School division
(3rd Place Winner)
Brittany Davis

Elementary Division
(2nd Place Winner)
Katina Pantelis

Elementary Division
(3rd Place Winner)
Kyle Kosach
County School was invited
to participate in the event.
The topic that the partici
pants were asked to write
about was, "In your opin
ion, what is the single most
important thing that this
country should do to en
sure equality for African
Americans and other mi
norities?" One hundred
and sixteen (116) entries
were received and were
judged according to their
division. The divisions
were classified as high
school, who were required
to write 250-300 words,
middle school who were
required to write 200-250
words and elementary
school who were required
to write 150-200,words.
The top three students
from each division were as
follows: Elementary - 1st
Place: Daizetta Walker,
Bay Point Magnet Ele
mentary; 2nd Place: Katina

Mrs. Alfreda Moten,
Black-on-Black Crime
Prevention Program
Coordinator, was the
mistress of ceremony
for the Black History
Essay Contest Awards
Ceremony
ST. PETERSBURG The Tenth Annual Black
History Month Essay
Contest sponsored by the
Pinellas County Urban
League began on Decem
ber 7, 2001 and ended on
February 18,2002. Any
student who attends a pubr
lie or private Pinellas

Daizetta Walker, Elementary Division winner,
with Mrs. Doretha Jackson and James Simmons,
President and CEO of Urban League

Certificates were awarded to ail other partici
pants in the Black History Essay Contest
Pantelis, Sunset Hills
Elementary; 3rd Place:
Kyle Kosach, Sunset Hills
Elementary; Middle - 1st
Place: Moira Kiernan,
Safety Harbor Middle; 2nd
Place: Leann Ferguson,
Palm Harbor Middle; 3rd
Place: Brittany Davis,
Azalea Middle. High - 1st
Place: Jessica Sounthala,
Gibbs High; 2nd Place:
Mireia Setkic Gibbs High;
3rd
Place:
Bryan
Wasserman, Gibbs High.
Each winner was awarded a trophy and a
Personal Cassette Player
and all contestants re
ceived a certificate of
Participation during the
awards ceremony held on
February 23, 2002 at the
st. Petersburg Times
Auditorium located at 490lst Avenue South, St.
Petersburg Florida. All
winners present were given
the opportunity to recite

$**9

7 ?4ccefit
HMO & PPO Special
$20 Hr. Massage
Must present proof of coverage

We Specialize Also In:

• Sports Massage
• Carpal Tunnel .
• Fibromyalgia

Patricia Williams
MA15717

High Schpol division
(3rd Place)
Bryan Wasserman

JUisa Rhoden
MA34457

H.T. Wellness & Massage Center
NEUROMUSCULARMASSAGE
NUTRITION & RELAXATION MASSAGE

328-7600

3727 Central Avenue .
LIC. #MM005879
VOICE MAIL 458-5330 FAX 328-8869

his or her essay during the
ceremony.
The guest speaker for
this occasion was Doretha
Jackson, Director of Com
munity Involvement Ser
vices of Pinellas County
Public Schools. Ms. Jackson challenged the students
to "Think Big" and reach
high to attain their goals in
life. Alfreda B. Moten,
Statewide Program Coor
dinator; and Mr. James O.
Simmons, President &
CEO of the Pinellas
County Urban League also
gave remarks. After the
ceremony, refreshments
were served to our winners
and guests.
This year’s Black
History Month Essay con
test elicited a wide range of
participants with diverse
backgrounds. There were
excellent responses from
the students of Pinellas
County both public and
private. This contest af
forded the students an op
portunity to express their
views on very important
political issues as well as
offer solutions as they saw
them. Mrs. Moten con
cluded by saying that the
Black History Essay Con
test was truly a huge suc
cess.
■ On March 18, 1909,
| President Roosevelt
* apppinted a commit| tee, including Emmet
■ J. Scott, to investigate
disturbances in
Liberia.

|
■
|
■
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HAPPY EASTER!
Spring is in the air to
day. Tomorrow Mother
Nature may throw a curve
and the cold will return,
but be assured another day
will bring a change.

tion in their former home
town of San Diego, CA,
with their children, grand
and great grandchildren
and other family members
and friends.
Estella and her two
daughters moved from our
town to-San Diego in 1955.
They lived there 39 and 50
yrs. respectively. While in
San Diego, they toured it
and places of interest, vis
ited former friends and had
a wonderful time with their
children, etc. They jetted
home March 19th.

A SURE THING
“Congratulations! You
are a school and contest
winner,” the letter heading
proclaimed. On March
23rd, Brittany Booze, 11year-old daughter of David
and Bridget Booze of Co
quina Keys Apts. S., re
ceived a complimentary
letter
from
Stacie
AN APPRECIATION
Lehmann Chair, Drop
DINNER
Savers of the City of St.
A
fabulous
end of the
Petersburg, saying, “You
afternoon dinner way over
are a winner”.
This means she was yonder in Largo at the
selected
to
represent Golden Corral Restaurant
Central Christian School in was enjoyed by twenty
the citywide contest for her 55+ ministry members and
grade division. Brittany, a few guests of Mt. Zion
her family, teacher(s) and Progressive M.B. Church.
principal are all invited to
Friday, March 23rd, the
attend the award ceremo president, Prince Matt,
ny, where she will receive officers and members
a certificate and a prize. motored by church bus to
The award ceremony will the popular restaurant to
be held Tuesday, April eat and socialize with each
16th, 7-9 p.m. at the other. The gift of a job well
Coliseum, 535 Fourth done was our president’s
Avenue N., St. Petersburg. way of saying thanks to us.
Once
again,
con Boy, let me tell you this gratulations, Brittany. I’ll the array of delectable
write more about these assorted food and desserts
awards after the award cer fractured the good will
emony in my April col power of all the so-called
umn.
dieters. Without a score
board, it was hard to keep
A SURPRISE B’DAY
track of the different foods
CELEBRATION
that were; offered.
Ella Clark of 13th Ave.
The 55+ members,
S. was indeed surprised on including your This ‘n
her March 17th (St. Pa That columnist, were right
trick’s Day) birthday with there in the midst of every
a swinging party at her thing. Our glad thanks to
13th Ave. S. abode. Her president Prince Matt.
children, grands and great
grands, her sisters, broth
SAY A LITTLE
ers and spouses hosted the
PRAYER FOR THE
celebration.
FOLLOWING
According to a family
Cathy Williams, who
spokesman, “Ole Ella” by the time you are reading
was really surprised when this, on March 22nd will
she arrived home from have laid down under the
breakfast with her grand surgeon’s scalpel for sur
daughter April Knight. gery in Bayfront Medical
Among other goodies, a lip Center.
smackin’, finger lickin’
Lutrell Church and
soul food menu was served family in the recent pass
to an overflow crowd of ing of his brother, Hiram
relatives and friends.
(Big Wine) Church.
Among other gifts, Ella
Clarence Johnson and
received green roses, other his sister, Willie Mae (she
flowers, many gifts and answers to Bill) in the
b’day card heavy with passing of their mother,
money. It was a special, Blanche Johnson.
*****
extra day for Ella. Many
happy returns of the day,
AND NOW...
Ella.
I cherish the friendship
*****
we have together. And I
WHILE ON THIS
wish you, my readers, indi
CHAIN OF THOUGHT vidually, a most joyous and
Happy Birthday to peaceful Easter. May the
Vanest Russ on March Lord be with you and bless
30th. A belated b’day to you in many, many ways.
*****
Theressa Stotts whose
natal day was March 15th.
HAPPY ANNIVER
*****
SARY
JETTED TO
To Luther and Mary
CALIFORNIA
Calloway, who were cele
Estella Rainey Brown, brating 47 years of jed
along with her #1 daughter ding bliss on March 25th.
Norma Jean Graham, are
*****
home in John Knox Apts.
STAY LOOSE!
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SERENDIPITY

by Hugh Clay Paulk
DEAR FRIENDS:
This is a compilation of
odds and ends collected at
random
from
many
sources, including the
Web, over a long lifetime
of listening, reading --and
confiscating.
The word, "trivia" im
plies trivial, which means
"of little importance, tri
fling, petty." No doubt
some of this may qualify as
trivia. But I think you will
find most of interesting,
and some of it important.
Few things are more bor
ing than to be told some
thing you already know. It
is my devout hope that you
will find few examples of
that here.
And now, without fur
ther ado, here are my
Questions and Answers:
Q. Trivia?
A. You know that "tri"
means "three," and "via"
means "way." In the olden
times, three roads came
together near Rome where
many people came togeth
er and talked about many
things. And, yes, there was
no doubt some gossip. It is
my hope is that some of the
facts you read here may
make you exclaim both,
"Isn’t that interesting! I
didn’t know that!"
Q. How did Pakistan
get its name?
A. The name of Paki
stan was coined by Chaudhry RehmatAli by using

letters from the names of

est idea the U. S. Congress
ever had?
A. According to Na
tional Geographic, it was
formation of the national
parks system, starting with
Yellowstone in 1912.
Q. What is our biggest
national park? If you are
like most of us, you will
draw a blank on this one.
A. Wrangell-St Elias,
home not only to grizzles
but also to wolves, wolver
ines, caribou, moose,
mountain goats, and snow
white Dali sheep. Nine of
the 16 highest peaks in the
U. S. are found there.
Established in Alaska in
1980, it contains 13.2 mil
lion acres, an area larger
than New Hampshire and
Vermont combined, yet
only about a hundred peo
ple live there year-round.
Q. What is our most
visited national park?
A. The Great Smoky
Mountains National Park.
Q. What famous wri
ter’s marriage was never
consummated after. 49
years with the same wife?
A. George Bernard
Shaw.
Q. What percent of
marriages in America are
never consummated?
A. About 7%.
Q. In 1960, what per
cent of children were bom
to unmarried women?
A. 5%.
Q. In 2000?
A. 33.2%
Q. True of false? More
people in the United States
die from suicide than from
homicide.
A. True.
Q. True of false? More
women commit suicide
than men.

British India's provinces/
territories with predomi
nantly Muslim population
which were proposed to be
included in the new coun
try. These are:
P from Punjab
A from Afghania or
North-West Frontier Pro
vince
K from Kashmir
istan from Baluchistan
The word Pakistan means
Land of the Pure.
Q. Who wrote, ‘No
thing will benefit human
health and increase chan
ces for survival of life on
Earth as much as the evolu
tion to a vegetarian diet."?
A. Albert Einstein.
Q. What is the most
popular sport as seen on
TV among American wom
en and their teenage
daughters?
A. Figure skating. If
there is a program on TV
featuring figure skating
and a National Football
League game on a winter
Sunday, except in rare
cases, more people will be
watching the figure skat
ingQ. The most common
fear of Americans is public
speaking, second, going to
the dentist. What is the
third?
A. Musophobia. Oh,
you don’t know what
musophobia is? You may
suffer from it yourself. It is
A. False. Males are at
fear of mice.
Q. What was the great least lour'times more likely

to die from suicide than are
females.
Seventy-three
percent of all suicide vic
tims in America are white
males. However, females
are more likely to attempt
suicide than males.
Q. What percent of sui
cides are committed with a
firearm?
A. 60%. '
Q. How many people
were killed by guns in the
United States in 2000?
A. 26,800.
Q. How many in Japan?
A. Twenty-eight, mur
ders and suicides com
bined. England's murder
rate is only one-sixth of
America's.
Q. What is the national
ity of the movie star Keanu
Reeves?
A. He was born in
Beirut to a ChineseHawaiian father and a
British mother.
Q. How many manu
scripts are submitted for
publication in New York
every year?
A. More than 3 million.
Q. How may are pub
lished?
A. About 60,000. One
editor at Crown told me
she receives about 1200
manuscripts a year, from
which she chooses only
twelve for publication.
Q. Who is Norman
Borlaug?
A. He is the agronomist
whose discoveries sparked
the Green Revolution,
which has saved literally
millions of lives world
wide.
Best wishes, Hugh
Hughcpaulk@ aol.com

getting the project off the
ground. Those there to
officially recognize the
start of the "Virtual
Library" included Deputy
Mayor of Neighborhood
Services, Mike Dove and
City Services Admini
strator Lee Metzger and
Recreation Department Di
rector, Sherry McBee.
Brown encouraged all to
take every advantage.
"There are a lot of
resources online and avail
able to you right at the
community center," she
said. Councilwoman Rene
Flowers (district 7 ) was
also on hand to take part in
the ceremonies. Looking
out over the crowd,
Flowers announced that
she was pleased to see so
many students and adults
present. She was equally
impressed, upon seeing
hands fly up when she
asked who there knew how
to use a computer. As
someone who has grown
up in St. Petersburg, the
development of the com
munity centers in the south
side area is particularly
important to Flowers. "We
have some very dedicated
people working here, and
to have seniors as well as
children that can take ,
advantage of these pro
grams here, I think it’s
great."
After the ribbon-cutting was over, the kids,
ranging from ages 4 to 10,
crowded into their newly
opened computer lab,
eager to get registered for
their library cards. Blueshirted staff members such
as Kate Holmes and
Catherine Fort set up to
work on a stack of registra
tion papers.
Wildwood, located off

Library
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of 28th street south and
10th avenue, recently went

THE
DIPPER
CONNECTION
An Open Letter To DIPPER’S Bettye Burnett-Scott, R.N., M.S.
Neighborhood Associations:
Project Coordinator
• Campbell Park
• Palmetto Park
• Wildwood Heights

Several were on hand for the ribbon-cutting

Melrose/Mercy Pine Acres
Perkins
Thirteenth Street Heights

The residents of your neighborhoods are invited to support
your diabetes education program. The involvement of your
Association members and residents are necessary to make the
program successful in reaching the goal of eliminating racial
and ethnic disparities in health in greater South Central St.
Petersburg. You are the real stakeholders and benefactors.
This program is a work in progress, one that is divinely need
ed and can only be as good as we make it.
Come out and join this worthy activity. Keynote speaker for
the next session will focus on: “The Exchange Food List for
Diabetics.” Seminars are held every Monday from 6:00 p.m. 8:00 p.m. at:
Enoch Davis Center
1111 - 18th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL
Facts and figures:
• Diabetes kills one American every three minutes.
• Sixteen million Americans have diabetes. Of these cases,
5.4 million are undiagnosed.
• The World Health Organization estimates 120 million peo
ple worldwide suffer from the disease. That number is
expected to jump to 300 million by 2025 if a cure is not
found.
• A new case of diabetes is diagnosed every 40 seconds.
• Diabetes is the leading cause of kidney failure, adult
blindness and nontraumatic amputations. It is also a
leading cause of nerve damage.
• People with diabetes are two to four times more likely to
have a stroke. Their life expectancy is 15 years less than
that of people without the disease.
• Diabetes accounts for $98 billion in annual U.S. health
care costs.
*FREE HEALTH SCREENINGS, DOOR PRIZES & REFRESHMENTS*
DIPPER
Diabetes Intervention Prevention Porch Empowerment Resources
1621 - 16th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33705
727-897-2129 / 727-897-2128 (FAX)
DIPPER.frontporch@verizon.net
Funded by the Pinellas County Health Department
Office of Minority Health
Sponsored by State of Florida Department of Health

Kids at Wildwood line up for library cards
Smith Trust Fund, since
through a renovation and
1997.
re-opened
last year. Their
Library Director, Mary
center
offers
many child
Brown opened the pro
gram by acknowledging and adult programs, rang
the help of the city tech ing from teen and adult
nology and recreation computer courses and web
staff, as well as officials in design classes to exercise

QUICK
REFUND

and sports classes. Various
training programs are also
offered for youths, includ
ing theYouth Arts Corps
Program, which offers free
after school workshops, a
job training program for
ages 14 to 21, and the
opportunity to work as a
youth apprentice or assis
tant.
Of the four community
centers to be awarded the
"Virtual Library" system,
Wildwood Center has the
fortune of being equipped
with the most computers,
with 10 set up for anyone
from kids to adults to use.
This however, doesn’t
mean that there are times
when there aren’t enough
resources. Computer lab
supervisor Catherine Fort
explains, "The lab was
already a very popular
place for the kids, even
before we were able to get
set up with the library. We
sometimes have to seat
two to a computer." The
lab, which is open every
day, is often where kids
come to work on their
homework as well as the
computers. "I get here at 6
p.m,
everyday,"
she
explains, laughing, "and
sometimes I have kids
lined up to meet me." She
sees the same enthusiasm
with the adults, who are
often lined up as well.
As
director
for
Wildwood, Yolanda An
derson, often sees kids
come in first thing in the
morning to work on home
work at 8 am when the
center opens. From the
time the doors open, till the
time that they close at 9
pm, Anderson mostly sees
kids from elementary age
to high school come to the
center for help, as well as
some college students for
evening classes. She rec
ognizes the importance
that the facility serves, as
well as the changes that
they are making. She
hopes to see more kids
spending time on home
work there, as well as
checking
out
library
books. "Many of these kids
don’t have a way to the
library," she stressed, "so
now we can bring the
library to them."
The "Virtual Library"
is a project on which city
officials and community
center staff hope to enjoy
many future collabora
tions. "This is the begin
ning of a partnership,"
concluded Brown. "This is
the first step. We hope to
be out at every single one
of the community centers.
It’s all about getting the
services out there where
they need to be."

WELCH
Accounting
&Tax
Service
WANT YOUR MONEY
IN AS LITTLE AS 24
HOURS?

— Offering ~
FAST REFUND - 24 Hours

I ASK ABOUT:
• A TAX REFUND
LOAN
• REFUND
ANTICIPATION
LOAN

ELECTRONIC FILING -3-4 Weeks

No Appointment Necessary During The Week
1601 Sixteenth Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33705

PHONE: 894-0511 / 823-7910
• OFFICE HOURS •
Monday thru Friday 10:00 am to 7:00 pm
Saturday 9:00 am to 2:00 pm • Sunday — By Appointment
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BUSINESS
IN THE
BLACK
by Janet M. Atwater
You are between 60 and
75 years of age. You have
a business that you have
worked and sacrificed in
for the last 30 - 40 years.
How do you pass it on?
This is the scenario that
can mean extinction to a
thriving African-American
enterprise. It seems the
thing harder to do than sur
vive bias buying habits,
tedious inspections and
dismal profits, is to loving
ly and responsibly pass on
a business enterprise to the
next generation. Many of
the small business enter
prises that make up Afri
can-American business
communities are set up as
sole proprietorships. This
allows the person or per
sons that establish the
business to maintain
sweeping control over
finances, profit allocations
and property ownership.
Usually, the business is
under patriarchal or matri
archal leadership. Poten
tial heirs to the business
are introduced to the inte
gral workings of the enter
prise on a "need to know
basis" and benefit from
any profits much that same
as when they received an
allowance.
Generally if any of the
future heirs attempt to
present new business con
cepts, they are met with
skepticism,and resistance.
Hopes of having complete
authority to run the busi
ness in a more expansive
manner aye dangled like
carrots before a trolley
horse. As hopes surrender
to defeat, the wellspring
idea of inheritance takes
bloom. However, in many
African-American enter
prises, business inheritance seems to be the re
ward for irresponsible be
havior. The heir with the

Violence

least amount business
expertise or sincere inter
est usually is given control
of a thriving enterprise
because, "you (responsible
heirs) are strong enough to
succeed in anything, and
this is all they are able to
do." In a year, the business
will no longer be in exis
tence, have to be bailed out
from the brink of bank
ruptcy or, due to ineffi
ciency, have a vastly dete
riorated customer base.
Passing on a thriving
business that will continue
to grow and mature takes
neutral, strategic planning.
It cannot be done verbally.
Legal documents have to
be drawn up and, when
possible, a family agreed
upon hierarchy of leader
ship will have to be estab
lished. If the family can
not accomplish this on
their own, a neutral party
should be brought in to
help. A business mentor or
legal advisor should be
able to give impartial,
sound business advice.
Passing on success should
not mean passing on emo
tion-based authority and
sentimentrbased access.
Pass on a healthy, business
heritage by impartially
deciding what is best for
maintaining the business
and putting it in writing. If
you have several genera
tions of heirs, be sure to
have each generation be
responsible for some as
pect of continuing the
business. Everyone will
not be satisfied with the
decisions made but if they
are done as impartially as
possible, they will eventu
ally be accepted. Pass on
heritage, pass on success
and pass it on in writing.
You may email comments
on this column to jmatwate@hotmail.com
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Black-on-Black Task Force members with
President & CEO James Simmons and Honorable
Judge Michael Andrews
personally
concerned
about the outcomes for so
many cases docketed in
our court system.
Ms. Katy ConnorDubina, Vice Chairperson
for the Pinellas County
Domestic Violence Task
Force and Ms. Yvette
Valesquez,
Parental
Advocate for the Center
Against Spouse Abuse
(C.A.S.A.) were the other
guest speakers. The group
also had the opportunity to
hear from Ms. Leslie
Stephens, a survivor of
domestic violence. Her
emotional story of being
physically abused for thir
teen (13) years captured
the compassionate audi
ence. Ms. Stephens shared
her appalling story of the
adverse conditions she
endured in an attempt to
keep her children together
as a family to regain their

freedom.
The Family Players
from Operation PAR were
also present to speak to the
forum through an interac
tive domestic violence sce
nario. Participants from
the audience were given
the privilege to ask ques
tions and give suggestions
of appropriate steps to take
when dealing with cases of
abuse.
In her closing
remarks,
Ms.
Linda
Osmundson, Director of
C.A.S.A., challenged the
participants to get involved
in their advocacy role of
reporting any suspected
domestic violence activity.
In her appeal she stated,
"Let’s help save our chil
dren from this type of
abuse. Our children are
our most cherished posses
sion and we should be con
cerned that they are loved
and protected."

TAMPA BAY AREA NEWS continues.
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11th Annual “Juneteenth” of
Tampa Bay---------------------------ST. PETERSBURG We’ve come a long way
baby...but there’s still a
long way to go!!!
Juneteenth is an Ameri
can celebration of freedom
from slavery. It is the old
est
African-American
Holiday observance. Presi
dent Abraham Lincoln
issued the Emancipation
Proclamation that ended
slavery in certain states on
January 1, 1863. The Afri
cans enslaved in Florida
and other parts of the
South however, did not get
the word until about June
19th, 1865 (2 years later).
The
African-American
people celebrated this with
much excitement, jubila
tion and praise. They
named their traditional
holiday in the State of
Texas.
The Tampa Bay area
celebrates this occasion
with three free events in St.
Petersburg: A Family Funfest in the Park, aft inspira
tional Gospel Extrava
ganza and a Candlelight
Vigil. For the last 10 years
these events have attracted
up to 10,000 participants.
Ages of attendees range
from 3 years old to 70 plus.
It’s a family affair!!!
Juneteenth of Tampa
Bay Inc. seeks support
from the corporate com
munity as well as individu
als interested in preserving
the cultural significance of

the "llth Annual June
teenth" held in St. Peters
burg.
These
"African-A
merican Freedom Days"
are at no cost to the public.
The festivities begin at
Campbell’s Park, in St.
Petersburg on June 15 th.
Media partners include
WLLD 98.7, WMNF 88.5,
WRXB,
The
Weekly
Challenger Newspaper,
and Time Warner Cable.
We need your help
due to drastic governmen
tal cutbacks. It takes
money, manpower, com
munity and corporate sup
port including over 100
volunteers to continue to
run an event of this magni
tude.
Juneteenth activities
are designed to entertain
the masses. Barbecuing,
baseball, face painting,
storytelling and African
Dance groups play an
important role in the activ
ities. Juneteenth focuses
on education and self-im
provement. The older peo
ple are called upon to
recount the events of the
past. Prayer services are
also a major part of these
celebrations. To learn more
about Juneteenth, visit
www.jimeteenth.com.
A portion of the funds
will be donated to the allnew resource center, locat
ed on 22nd Street South.
The 2002 Juneteenth event

Maximo

will help to create aware
ness of the resource center
and the services that it has
to offer neighborhood resi
dents. Other funds help to
pay the numerous enter
tainers during this 3-day
event.
We greatly appreciate
any and all donations,
such as printer paper,
envelopes, stamps, Avery
labels, phone cards, and,
of course, cash. Donations
are tax-deductible. Please
call (727) 821-3833 with
the tax ID # for your
records. Material and mon
etary donations and can be
sent to: Juneteenth of
Tampa Bay Inc., Jeanie
Blue-Executive Director,
P. O. BOX 11553, St.
Petersburg, Florida 33733.
For monetary dona
tions, please make checks
payable to Juneteenth of
Tampa Bay Inc. Thank
ing you in advance for
your much needed sup
port.
For information on
how you can volunteer of
purchase a booth space
contact: Urban Exposure
Inc., Rinita Anderson; 10
Fifth Street North (Suite
205); St. Petersburg,
Florida 33701; (727) 5155024.
Come Join the Fun...
Juneteenth 2002 ... June
15th, 16th and 19th!

Your Ad Could Be Here.
Please call 822-8996 to fipd out further details.
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Jennifer Cazean and
Cheena Pongase
the three morning sessions,
students milled about,
busy, purposefully, and
excited, wandering the bas
ketball courts in search of
their next purchase, oblivi
ous to the ^construction
going on around them.
Popular booth sites
included the hair braiding
table, run by ESOL instruc
tors such as Margarit Lee,
Millie Maldonado, and
Belle Badell. Other popular
booths were the kinder
garten
class’
"Secret
Garden," which sold out
their decoratively potted
plant collection, and the
2nd graders’ "Maximo
Mega Bookmark" stand,
run by teachers Shirley
Bair and Donna Lettelleir.
"Mega Bookmark" fea
tured recycled books for
sale, thanks to parent dona
tions, as well as sports
posters. "We’re making
lots of money, I hope!"
cried Lettelleir, as a crowd
of children surrounded her.
"Micro Society" is a spe
cial project for Maximo,
one modeled after the pop
ular Enterprise Village in
Largo, which follows the
same entrepreneurial spirit
in allowing 5th graders to
run businesses for a day in
its mini-mall atmosphere.
Maximo’s "Market Days,"
scheduled several more
times throughout the year,
is a project that is funded
by Magnet School Assist
ance Program (MSAP)
grant money.
Explained
Dr. Charlene Einsel, proj-

Juneteenth Volunteer Form
Your Name:

______ ___________________________________________

Address:

________________________________________________ _______________________

City:

________________ _____

E-mail Address:

_______________________________ __________

Evening Phone Number:
Fax Number:
Date:

State:___________

Zip:_______________
'_______________ __

_______________ __ _______________________________ _______

____________ _______________________

_____________________________

Time:_______________________________

(Insert your name for the time you are available)
Sat.. June 15 from 8:00 a.m, -10:00 a.m.
Sat., June 15 from 10:00 a.m. -12:00 noon
Sat., June 15 from 12:00 noon - 2:00 p.m.

■

Sat., June 15 from 2:00 p.m, - 4:00 p.m,
Sat., June 15 from 4:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.
Sat., June 15 from 6:00 p.m, - 8:00 p.m.
Sat., June 15 from 8:00 p.m. -10:00 p.m.
SuilJLJuneJiLfr2mJj^
Sun., June 16 from 3:00 p.m, - 5:00 p.m.

. '

Please return this form to: Urban Exposure Inc-Rinita Anderson by April 29th
10 Fifth Street North (suite 205), St. Petersburg, Florida 33701 or call (727) 515-5024.
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Are you an actor, comedian or dancer?
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Come and audition for an exciting new play.
You must be at least 18 or older.

Actors need a memorized monologue.

Comedians need original jokes.
Dancers need to bring music and tape player.
For an appointment call *727-823-3043.
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ect manager with the
Pinellas County School
system, "Schools such as
Gulfport, Campbell Park
and Maximo Elementary
are recipients of these
three-year grants...that tar
get skills and curriculum
aimed towards students
reaching their personal
best."
The MSAP grant of a
little over $2 million will
carry Maximo Elementary
through June 2004. After
that,
says
Assistant
Principal, Felitta Lott,
Maximo hopes to have
enough momentum to
maintain its program. With
the construction going on
right now, the plan is to
have the newly renovated
school represent the indi
vidual booth setting. Each
classroom will have its
own storefront, maintain
ing the business-like struc
ture presented during their
"Market
Day"
fairs.
Currently, Maximo is
courting several possible
sponsors.
An advisory
committee is being devel
oped that would include
Assistant Principal Lott,
along with representatives
from AT&T, Republic
Bank, and Enterprise
Village as consultants.
For this project, Maxi
mo has already established
a relationship with the
Publix supermarket on 34th
Street South, which donat
ed several items for the stu
dents and teachers to help
sell, such as Christmas
cards and gifts. Parents too
were kind enough to make
donations, noted the cur
riculum
coordinator,
Delores Wesley. "We made
sure to divide up the
items," she added, "making

sure that the kids from each
session had a chance to buy
something."
Through the "Micro
Society" school system, not
only will students have the
chance to utilize their math
and business skills through
these fairs, but they will
also have the opportunity

to develop their own gov
ernment, laws, constitu
tion, and court systems.
Maximo’s current "mayor,"
5th
grader
Lorenzo
Hogans, received the spe
cial honor of being inaugu
rated in February by St.
Pete’s own Deputy Mayor,
Goliath Davis III, as was

"Vice Mayor," Cheena
Pongase. Both were excit
ed at the chance of serving
out their "official duties”
during the school year. On
this day, however, both
were too busy to talk, as
their minds instead lay
focused on the task at hand
- shopping.

PSS5ST...CHECK IT OUT!

WEEKEND COMBO
ONLY $10.99

MID PENINSULA SEAFOOD
MARKET t REiTAURAHT
400 - 49th St South
St. Petersburg, FL

327-3309
323-3309
Mon.-Sat. 11
Sunday...

AM to 9 PM
F.ishin'

Gone

THU-FRI-SAT ONLY
1/2 LB FRESH FRIED SEA
BASS AND A DOZEN
LARGE SHRIMP
'CAUSE YOU DESERVE THE
VERY BEST!

NEED A LAUGH?
KARAOKE!!!
FRIDAYS AT 6:30

WHERE THE LOCALS BUY™ FOR OVER 21 YEARS

LIST YOU RAFRICAN AMERICANBUSIN ESS FREE!
The Tampa Bay of Hope is a non-profit 501(c)(3) leadership development
organization, which publishes a free listing annually called the African
American Listing, in Hillsborough and Pinellas County. List your business
today for Free! Advertisement space is also available. Deadline: May 3,
2002. For more information, please contact James Evans @ 813-2770464.
African American

Listing

I nf o r mat i o n

Tampa Bay Academy of Hope
1702 N. Nebraska Avenue, Tampa, FI. 33602
Tel: (813) 277-0464: Fax (813) 209-9580

Company name:______________ _______________ _______ _________
First name:

Last name:______ ______ ______

Title in Organization:
Business Address:

Email:
-

City:._____ ____ _______

________

__________ _____________ ____________
■

State:____ _ Zip:________

Telephone (Days):______ _______ Telephone (Eves):____________ __
Website:________________________________________ _______________
FREE LISTING! FREE LISTING! FREE LISTING! FREE LISTING!
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STUDENT CORNER
YOUTH SKILLS SPOTLIGHT: "Denise," 17 year-old black female
by Terri P. Murph-Youth Skills Program. PTEC
Her steely demeanor gives way to tranquil composure after you’ve talked with her for a while, j
Her eyes never leave yours as she speaks to you. You get the feeling that if you can earn her trust,
then things will be cool, but if you mess up she’ll write you off like a tax deduction. There is no
doubt that she is confident. There is no doubt that she is strong. Denise has defined who she is and |
you can either accept it or not, but it’s not going to stop her from keeping her eyes on the prize.
Denise’s maturity is obvious; to speak to her feels like you’re talking to a much older person.
That’s probably because she has had to grow up fast after being kicked out of the house by her mom I

Ashley Renee Sowell

International

Business.

is a junior at Boca Ciega

Ashley is a member of the

High School in the Center

Math

For Wellness and Medical

Spanish Honor Society,

Profession

H.O.S.A.,

Magnet

Honor

Society,

Multicultural

lesbian and says that she is totally comfortable with her identity.
For a while after being thrown out, Denise did okay being on her own. She lived with friends I
off and on and continued going to school. Rather than acting out, as many kids would have, she
turned her attention to caring for animals. She gave stray animals the attention she never got as a

She plans to

Club and volunteers at

child, and it has grown into one of her greatest passions. Eventually she had to forgo school and
find a job. She was hired by a moving company, and she worked hard, sometimes as much as 15 [

attend Florida State after

Bayfront Medical Center.

hours a day. With her earnings she was able to afford a one-bedroom apartment at $600 a month.

graduating in May of 2003

She resides with her moth

to

er Marilyn Renee Sowell.

She took care of herself and her dog and managed to stay out of trouble. The schools were looking I
for her but she kept a low profile. The apartment she rented wasn’t in her name and the bills she |

Program.

pursue

a

degreein

accrued were in the name of the owner.
At 16 she wound up in a shelter and her case manager there introduced her to Tammy Hudson, I

Ashley Renee Sowell
Justin Durell Hires is

Prayer Tower Church of

a Youth Skills Coordinator at PTEC. Tammy talked to her about getting started in the GED com
pletion program and she decided it was something she wanted to do.

Unfortunately, she was

a junior at Gibbs High

God and Christ. He has

School

and will graduate

been the host of the Ebony

tact with her case manager from the shelter, but took her own initiative in calling PTEC. When she

in June of 2003. He is

Scholars and the Gibbs”

reached Tammy again she asked for placement in the Adult Basic Education/GED classes and was

enrolled in the Pinellas

talent shows, and appeared

County Center of the Arts
program

Justin Durell Hires

at the age of 14. The problem was Denise’s sexuality. When she admitted to her mom that she was
bisexual, Denise says, "She basically couldn’t deal with it." Now 17, Denise defines herself as a |

and

the

Vice

in a McDonald’s commer
cial. Justin plans to attend

President of the Junior

Miami

Class. Justin is a member of

graduation

the

Urban

League,

University
to

after

pursue

a
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degree in Communications.

Gibbs High School Gospel

He resides with his parents

Choir,

Mr. and Mrs. James Hires.

and

attends

the

delayed in getting started because she left the shelter and went into foster care. She had lost con

immediately enrolled. She went to class every day and has studied hard to prepare for her test. She
took advantage of the practice quizzes and learned the material that she needed to know.

On the

day of the actual test, she got kicked out for coming back late from a break. Now she has to wait
until next month to take the test again. Very determined, she’s not fazed. She knows she will pass
it when she gets the opportunity. In the meantime, she has taken her Test for Adult Basic Education,
and she blew it out of the water, scoring 12.9 across the board. To pass she'only needed to score
9’s. After she gets her GED, she intends to attend classes at PTEC to become a certified pharmacy
technician. This she says, "will help me learn the terminology I need to know to reach my real
goal." From PTEC she will attend SPC to get a degree as a veterinary techni-cian, but she won’t
stop there; she has to get on with her long-term career goal of becoming a veterinarian. While she |
waits to take the test again, she continues to study and volunteer in the Youth Skills Office.

Tashyra Danielle Dash

Still in foster care, Denise lives in a middle class neighborhood in St. Petersburg. She has her I
own room and says that her foster parents provide her and the other kids living there, "everything

is a senior at Boca Ciega

Progressive

High School. After gradua

Church. She resides with

that we need." She smiles when she speaks of her foster dad. "He cleans up, does all the cooking,
provides snacks and makes sure that we have pocket money if we need it." He also brings her to |

tion in June, she plans to

her mother Lolita Dash.

school every day and makes sure that she is on time.

attend

Florida

University
degree

to

State

pursue

in

member
Business

of

Forensic
the

Future

Leaders

Baptist

Relations with Denise’s family are still a bit strained. She talks to her mom often, but says she |

Stark jfartB

is an alcoholic. Her two brothers are homophobic and she doesn’t see them very much.

a

Pathology. Tashyra is a
of

America as well as the
Ebony Scholars Academic

Tashyra Danielle Dash

Club and attends Mt. Zion

On February 06,
1933, Walter E.
j
Fauntroy was born
in Washington, D.C. j
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on to become a
J
District of Columbia!
delegate to the
“
House of
Representatives.

I

In spite of her challenges, Denise is very much in control. She is a very bright young girl who is I
certain of what she wants and who intends to follow her plan to get it. Who knows? One of these |
days, if we have a sick pet, we might just seek care from Dr. Denise.
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Closed for Easter
Our stores will be closed Easter Sunday, March 31,
2002 so that our associates may share this special
day with their families and friends. Happy Easter.
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Urban League Hosts Chief of Police
ST. PETERSBURG
Police Chief Charles
(Chuck) Harmon was the
guest speaker for a large
gathering
of
Urban
League’s Board of Di
rectors, Youth Crime
Prevention and Black-onBlack Crime Prevention
Task Force Committee
members recently as part
of Chief Harmon’s com
munity outreach efforts.
Chief Harmon agreed
with the attendees that his
top priorities are recruiting
well-qualified police offi
cers, including minorities
and equitable pay for all
officers. Chief Harmon
stated, "It takes a very spe
cial person to be a police
officer.” Beyond acedemic
requeirements, he added,
“One must be able to meet
the physical demands of
the job, along with com
pleting the academy. Once
making it through the
academy, they must be
able to handle a tremen
dous stress load, demon
strating responsibility and.
good judgment while' car
rying a weapon.” Harmon
stressed that they must be
able to deal equitably with
both criminals and law
abiding citizens .at all
times.
Chief Harmos candid
ly responded to diversity
questions. He talked of
diligent efforts balancing
long hours and appropriate
visibility in positive set
tings and the need to men
tor. Examples cited were
the Urban League’s annual
Crime Prevention Run,
serving on crime preven
tion committees, and
attending neighborhood

Left to Right Attorney Nicholas E. Karatinos,
Leroy Sullivan, Jr., Robert J. Carter, Chief
Charles Harmon, James O. Simmons, Marian
Moarlock, Jerry Bronson, Asst. Chief Luke C.
Williams, Jr.

NAACP
cial industries and devel
oping more jobs that will
help ease many of this
city’s crime problems.
Mayor Rick Baker and
Deputy Mayor Goliath
Davis seem to be taking a
well thought out approach
for Midtown. Their ap
proach should provide long
term solutions, not some
short term quick fix." At
the conclusion of the meet
ing, Chief Harmon re
ceived a round of resound
ing applause for his candor
and he pledged to return
for future events.

Reading
Chief Harmon addresses community and civic
leaders
association
meetings. shape as it relates to crime'
Diversity and cultural sen rates than most cities its
sitivity is an on'going size. However, as with all
. process, he said. After cities, there are issues that
explaining how difficult-it need to be addressed.
is to foresee every poten Moving this city forward
tially destructive situation seems to be the key words
he referred to an explosive echoing from citizens
device that was thrown at a interested in economic
few Of . his officers during improvement and develop
an attempted drug arrest. ment in underdeveloped
"My officers will do their areas
in
south
St.
jobs regardless of the area Petersburg.
of town that they are
Mr.
James
O.
assigned too. Citizens of Simmons, President and
this city expect nothing CEO of the Pinellas
less. Arrests have to be County Urban League stat
made, and we are not being ed that, "The Mayor’s
culturally insensitive when Office and the Chief have
■ trying to provide a safe city provided a clear mission
for all," stated Harmon.
for the police department.
The majority who With staff members like
attended the meeting Assistant Chief, < Luke
believes strongly in this Williams who was also
city, its government and present, the department is
leadership. St. Petersburg remaining focused and
with an estimated popula providing very responsible
tion of 250,000 people has leadership for this city.
a rich history of prosperity, City officials are working
and is possibly in better hard to bring in commer

from pg. 1

ers Jason Standridge and
Doug Creek, catcher Toby
Hall, second baseman
Brent Abernathy, and Fox
Sports Net TV personality
Dewayne Staats, reading a
varied selection of stories
that cover the values of
motivation, respect, hon
esty, and responsibility.
This series will reach over
46,000 students in the ele
mentary schools across the
Pinellas County area.
The kids at Campbell
Park that afternoon were
lucky enough to screen a
preview of the promotionals. As the film on the pro
gram rolled, the children
cheered as they saw them
selves and their friends on
the projector screen. "It
took time, starting from
scratch," admitted Linda
Jones, a Pinellas County
school representative who
works with the "Safe and
Drug Free" program. "We
wanted to start with the
reading program and then
decided how to incorporate

fromi

welcome from the local
branch. The theme for this
year’s meeting was "Let’s
Get To Work."
Saturday morning the
Women in the NAACP
(WIN) breakfast was again
inspirational. The State
president Adora Nweze
was the speaker and the
message was sent out with
out void. She challenged
the women to get out and
roll up our sleeves and
encourage others to be
come members of the
NAACP. She said, "Don’t
talk about, Be about it."
the characterizations," she
added, noting how excited
the kids were to be featured
with the players in the
reading videos.
They also received an
other surprise, as Rays’
catcher Toby Hall was on
hand to talk to the kids dur
ing the kick-off production.
Hall, drafted by the Rays in
1997, is looking to be in the
25-man roster as a starter
when the regular season
begins in April. Already,
there is talk of Hall ’s bright
future as an All-Star, as his
hitting and catching talents
have landed the 26-yearold in the spotlight.
Hall; whose reputation
as a hard-worker precedes
him, made; him an appro
priate choice for the after
noon’s events. As Hall
spoke to the kids, he en
couraged them to become a
part of
"Raymond’s"
‘DREAM team,’" which
stresses the worthiness in
being drug-free, acting
with respect, and the
importance of education,
attitude, and motivation.

Roger Vonn, National
Membership. Chair
The workshops were
facilitated by Madame
president Adora Nweze.
Mr. Whitfield Jenkins
presided, alongv with Dr.
Anthony •
Viegbesie,
Political Action Chair,
Beverly
Neal,
Voter
Empowerment, and Mr.
Roger Vann, the National
Chair was the special guest
facilitator.
The youth council

Youth Council, Panama City
from Panama City and sur
rounding area had their
meeting also with the
Youth State Director.
Photos are highlights of
both Friday evening and
State President Adora
Saturday events.
Nwege and Lake City
We encourage you to
Branch President
join the St. Petersburg
Glenal Borden
Branch NAACP, for infor 898-3310.
mation contact us at 727-

"Being drug-free all my
life," emphasized Hall in
sounding off the DREAM
values, "helped me to
achieve as a baseball play
er."
This is Hall’s first time
in a project such as this
one, although he has
recently gotten involved
with the Boys and Girls
Club. Having participated

in the videos and witnessed member of a league that
the excitement of the kids has long been involved in
that afternoon, Hall recog community outreach pro
nized the "Reading is grams, having partnered
Cool" program as a suc . with the Pinellas County
cess. "It’s great when we School Board back in 1999
can get kids to do as much in order to promote similar
reading as possible," he programs that emphasize
noted, vowing to continue educational
excellence
reaching out to kids through promotional vide
through continued commu os and player appearances.
nity projects.
He is a
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WOMAN’S WORLD
California Titleholder
Chosen Ms. Nubian
Woman America 2002

Jahna Houston
ATLANTA, GA - The
National Committee of The
Nubian America Pageant
Organization has selected
Ms. Nubian California
2001, Jahna Houston of
Panorama City as the new
Ms.
Nubian
Woman
America 2002 from a field
of finalists from 15 states.
Ms. Houston, 50, is mar
ried, has a 19 year-old step
son, and is self employed
as a sales director for a
popular direct sales com
pany. She succeeds inaugu
ral
queen
Aundrea
Belnavis of Brooklyn, New
York, CEO of the Miss
Black World Pageant Or
ganization.
Ms. Houston’s selec
tion was ■ officially an
nounced during the 2002
Ms. Nubian America Pag
eant weekend in Atlanta,
GA, where the pageant for
ages 20-29 was held at the
Martin Luther King, Jr.
International Chapel on the
campus of Morehouse Col
lege. The pageant was co
hosted by Miss Black At
lanta USA, Monica Frank
lin and Jeannie Byrd, the
reigning Miss Maroon and
White
of Morehouse
College.
The Nubian America
Pageant Organization hosts
Individual
Style
and
Achievement Pageants for
Black Men and Women.’
There are five age cate
gories: Miss Nubian Teen
America (13-19)/ Ms.
Nubian America. (20-29),
Mr. Nubian America (2029), Ms. Nubian Woman
America (30-60) and Mr.
Nubian Gentleman Amer
ica (30-60).
"What makes us differ
ent than other pageants is
that wheq we say "individ
ual style" we mean our
contestants
can have
braids, locks, short or long
hair and size does not play
a factor in our pageants",
says the CEO of OEM

Entertainment, Mrs. Ocipare McKinley. "We wel
come and embrace plussize men and women in all
of our pageant categories
because we are looking for
achievement, substance,
dignity, character and
integrity, not simply the
"beauty of face and figure"
as in other popular pag
eants."
"Jahna Houston will be
a wonderful asset to the
Nubian America Pageant
Organization with her
knowledge and wisdom",
says Mrs.
McKinley.
"When Mrs. Houston was
selected, we were most
impressed by her accom
plishments and her opti
mistic and caring spirit; she
truly wants to help people".
"I am so honored and
excited to have been select
ed and have the opportuni
ty at this age in my life to
help solidify a pageant
concept like this one," says
Jahna. "In my title I repre
sent various women; the
baby boomers, mature
women over 40, volup
tuous women, mothers and
married women! I want to
show the younger genera
tion that maturity and mid
life is rich and something
to look forward to! We
have a lot of achievements
to be proud of, our own
special beauty and a lot of
wisdom to share."
During her reign, Jahna’s personal platform is
sues will include: "Men
toring of Pre-Teen Girls"
and "Increasing Awareness
of Cancers and Heart Dis
ease of Black Women over
40". Jahna is currently a
sponsor sister with the
organization, "Women for
Women
International",
which reaches out to
women who are victims of
domestic and political vio
lence in various foreign
countries.

Secretary Paige, NCNW Unveil
Powerful New Partnership To
Close The Achievement Gap
U.S. Secretary of Educa
tion Rod Paige and Doro
thy Height, the chair and
president emerita of the
National Council of Negro
Women (NCNW), joined
forces today to ignite a
movement in communities
across the country to close
the achievement gap be
tween African-American
youngsters and their peers.
"When President Bush
says he wants to leave no
child behind, he means it
literally - every child in
America must have access
to a quality education,"
Paige said. "That’s why he
worked so hard with
Congress to pass the No
Child Left Behind Act - the
historic new law that is
changing the culture of
education in America.
"Our new Partnership for
Academic .Achievement
will help bring to life the
principles of this law. We
will work with Dr. Height
and NCNW to challenge
our entire country to work
together on closing the
achievement gap," Paige
said. "Together, we will
work to dramatically raise
African-American chil
dren’s reading and math
performance. The task
before us is great, but the
goal is certainly within our
reach. Together, we will
leave no childbehind."
"Every year lost in a
child's education could be a
child lost," said Height.
"The National Council of
Negro Women and its affil
iates who have a major
concern for education are
strongly
committed to
helping close the achieve
ment gap. We accept the
challenge of harnessing our
womanpower to create a
culture
of
academic
achievement. The climate
of high academic expecta
tions that has long been an
African-American tradition
is no longer there. We can
and must bring about
change. With a strong sense
of purpose, we will work
together with parents,
schools and communities
to instill a thirst for educa
tion."
On the 2000 NAEP read
ing and math assessments,
28 percent more whites
than
African-American

U.S. Secretary of Education Rod Paige (Left) and
Civil Rights Leader Dorothy Height (Right)
recently announced a partnership for academic
achievement for African American school chil
dren. Dr. Height is wearing a hat given to her at
the event by Paige in honor of her birthday.
proficient level in reading,
and 29 percent more whites
than African Americans
scored at the proficient
level in math.
At the same time, a
report released in 2000 by
the Education Trust, enti
tled Dispelling the Myth
Revisited, found that more
than 4,500 schools with
high-poverty and/or high
minority enrollment scored
in the top third of all
schools in their states.
"The findings of the Edu
cation Trust affirm what
Dr. Height and I believe:
that poor and minority stu
dents can - and do achieve at high levels,"
Paige said. "Through our
new partnership, we will
strive to make this goal a
reality in every community
in America."
Over the next three years,
the partnership will expand
the reach and impact of the
best practices of these
high-performing, - highpoverty schools. Some of
the practices include align
ing curriculum to clear,
appropriate performance
standards; offering fre
quent feedback on chil
dren’s learning; providing
incentives for teachers to
be on-board with the other
elements of reform; and
collaborating witji families
and other segments of the
community to hold chil
dren to high achievement
standards.

the Partnership will seek to
reduce the difference in the
percentage of white versus
African-American students
performing at the proficient
level through these and
other activities:
Launching an integrat
ed national media cam
paign - NCNW and the
Department of Education
will partner with other
African-American commu
nity-based organizations to
create persuasive messag
ing for both television and
print media.
Providing

national

leadership and call upon
others to take responsibility
for closing the achievement
gap - NCNW will convene,
for the first time in history,
an African- American
Women’s Roundtable on
"Closing the Achievement
Gap." This roundtable will
consist
of
AfricanAmerican women of influ
ence from the business,
civic, entertainment and
government sectors.
Demonstrating "What
Works" in 10 cities across
the
country
- The
Partnership will launch in
the following 10 cities:
Washington, '
D.C.,
Oakland, Chicago, Boston,
Miami, New York City,
Cleveland,
Raleigh/
Durham,
Dallas
and
Memphis. NCNW national
affiliates and local sections
will work other faith-based
and community organiza-

child care centers and fam
ilies to raise awareness
about academic achieve
ment and to connect chil
dren to the appropriate
services.
Empowering families
to raise academic achieve
ment — The partnership
will use NCNW’s unique
ability to reach families
through its network and
nationally heralded activi
ties such as the Black
Family Reunion Celebra
tions.
Finally, by working
through the established
EACs, the partnership will
ensure that each child’s
progress toward higher
achievement
will
be
tracked and that outcomes
are measured at the com
munity level.
"It’s an honor and a
privilege to have the oppor
tunity to work with the
esteemed Dr. Height on
this important project,"
Paige said. "And I am espe
cially grateful that she is
announcing the gift of her
time,
dedication
and
expertise to the children of
America at a time when we
should be giving gifts to
her: Dr. Height will cele
brate her 90th birthday
later this week!"
Under the No Child
Left Behind Act, which
President Bush signed ear
lier ..this.. year, states and
school districts will devel
op strong systems of
accountability based upon
student performance' The
measure also gives those
states and school districts
increased local control and
flexibility, removing feder
al red tape and bureaucracy
and putting decision mak
ing in the hands of those at
thelocal and state levels.
Also under the new
law, parents of children
from disadvantaged back
grounds will have options
under the new law to par
ticipate in public school
choice programs or obtain
supplemental services such
as tutoring. And teachers
around the country will be
encouraged to use teaching
methods that are based
upon scientific research
demonstrating that they
work.

On March 24, 1912, Dorothy Irene Height was born in Richmond, Virginia. Height, president of the
National Council of Negro Women for more than three decades, organized a successful drive to place a
statue of Mary McLeod Bethune in a District of Columbia park. Once erected, the statue became the first
of an African American in a public park in Washington, D.C.
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' NEW YORK-Verizon's
Andrea L. Custis has been
named one of "25 Influen
tial Black Women in Busi
ness" by The Network
Journal, a black profes
sionals and small-business
magazine. Custis, group
president for sales and
marketing for Verizon's
Advanced Services unit, is
being recognized for her
professional achievements,
outstanding community
service and strong leader
ship skills.
The 25 women will be
honored today during
Women's History Month at
The Network Journal's
fourth annual achievement
awards luncheon at the
New York Hilton Hotel
and Towers in New York
City. .
"Women like Andrea
Custis and our other hon
orees are in the forefront of
American leadership and
symbolize the diversity
and advancement that has
occurred across industry
lines," said Aziz Gueye
Adetimirin, The Network
Journal publisher. "Their
accomplishments inspire
and motivate an innumer
able number of women of
color."
Custis is on the Board of
Directors for the Better
Business Bureau - New
York and the Board of
Governors for the Aca
demy of Applied Electrical
Science, a partner of
Philadelphia Academies
Inc. She is a member of
Verizon's Consortium of
Information and Telecom
munication Executives and

Hispanic Support Organi
zation employee groups.
Custis has been involved
in the NAACP and the
Delaware Valley Childcare
Council.
At Verizon, Custis is
responsible for the sales,
marketing and customer
service strategy for the
company's Internet and
broadband services busi
nesses that span 31 states
and the District of Co
lumbia. Previously, Custis
served as vice president premium segment for Veri
zon Enterprise Solutions
with responsibility for all
aspects of service delivery
including
installation,
maintenance, service and
project management and
call center productivity
to enterprise customers.
Verizon Communications
(NYSE? VZ) is one of the
world's leading providers
of communications servic
es. Verizon companies are
the largest providers of
wireline and wireless com
munications in the United
States, with 132.1 million
access line equivalents and
29.4 million wireless cus
tomers. Verizon is also the
largest directory publisher
in the world. A Fortune 10
company with more than
$67 billion in annual rev
enues and approximately
247,000 employees, Veri
zon's global presence ex
tends to more than 40
countries in the Americas,
Europe, Asia and the Paci
fic.
For more information
on
Verizon,
visit
http://www.verizon.com.
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NATIONAL NEWS
Microsoft Breaks High-Tech
Ground With Black Enterprise
investment in this partner
ship demonstrates its con
tinued recognition of the
African American business
market as critical to reach
ing its bottom-line objec
tives." Bill Gates, chairman
and chief software architect
at Microsoft, hopes to nar
row the digital divide.
"Technology is advancing
at an incredibly rapid pace,
and it is crucial that the
African American commu
nity not get left behind," he
says. "We must all work to
ensure that everyone in
America has the opportuni
ty for equal access."
Recognizing the ongo
ing need to bridge this dig
ital divide for African
Bill Gates, Microsoft Chairman and Chief Software
Americans, BE for decades
Architect shaking hands with BLACK ENTER
has addfessed the latest
PRISE President & Chief Operating Officer, Earl G. tech-savvy news and indus
Graves, Jr.
try advancements though
NEW YORK, NY - BLACK ENTERPRISE/ its monthly Techwatch col
BLACK ENTERPRISE, Microsoft Entrepreneurs umn, special issues, book
together with Microsoft Conference to be held May series, and participation in
Corp, announce a ground 15-19,2002, at the Gaylord high-tech conferences and
breaking joint endeavor Opryland Resort in Nash roundtables. The latest ef
aimed at equipping minori ville, Tennessee. The cor fort toward this goal is the
ty-owned businesses with poration has also signed on BLACK ENTERPRISE/
the latest technology and as the title sponsor for the Microsoft Entrepreneurs
Conference titled "New
software to grow, compete, 2003 conference.
and thrive in today’s global
The Microsoft spon- Ideas, New Solutions: Stra
market. Microsoft, the sorship.marks the first time tegies for Reinventing Your
worldwide leader in soft a pure-play technology cor Business." This event will
ware, services and Internet poration has signed on as provide the opportunity for
technologies and BLACK title sponsor of the confer business owners, execu
ENTERPRISE, the defini- ence. "This historic paring tives and future entrepre
tive source of information between the nation’s lead neurs to interface with con
for and about African ing source of innovative tacts, capital financiers,
American business markets technology tools and the and corporate franchisers.
and leaders, expect their nation’s leading source of Seminars and other meet
efforts will open doors and business solutions for Afri ings will offer insights and
yield new avenues of infor can Americans will serve to advice about what it takes
mation technology to foster the growth and de to ran a successful business
minority businesses across velopment of minority- venture from established
the country.
owned businesses," says experts who understand,
To this end, Microsoft Earl G. Graves Jr., presi utilize, and integrate inno
has been named title spon dent and chief operating vative technology.
sor of the seventh annual officer of BE. "Microsoft’s

School Vouchers Get Low
Grades---------------- -------- --------WHITE PLAINS, NYWith the U. S. Supreme
Court weighing the consti
tutionality of school vou
cher programs, a newly
released analysis of a
national survey reveals
widespread
opposition
among all groups. Al
though the Court will be
weighing the question of
separation of church and
state, that issue did not res
onate with any demograph
ic group.
The telephone survey of
1,046 respondents was
sponsored by Teachers
Insurance Plan, an insur
ance program tailored ex
clusively for educators and
their families.
Nearly two-thirds of
those surveyed (65%) said
they do not support the cre
ation of a national school
voucher program to give
money to parents to enable
their children to attend pri
vate schools. The only cat
egory of adults polled who.
solidly support a voucher
program are parents whose
children already attend a
private school (66%).
An analysis of the results
showed near unanimity

among all demographics,
with voucher support only
marginally higher among
African-Americans.
Support the creation of a
national school voucher
program:
African-Americans:
39%
Hispanics: 34%;
Whites: 34%
Ranked voucher pro
grams as their top priority
for improving schools:
African-Americans:
1%
Hispanics: 6%
Whites: 6%
Would rather see more
funding for public schools
than for a voucher pro
gram:
African-Americans:
61%
Hispanics: 59%
Whites: 57%
Support federal tax cred
its to parents for private
school use:
African-Americans:
35%
Hispanics: 34%
Whites: 36%
Believe vouchers will
rduce money available to
local public schools:
African-Americans:

46%

Hispanics: 60%
Whites: 57%
Favor prohibiting reli
gious schools from receiv
ing voucher monies:
African-Americans:
21%'
Hispanics: 15%
Whites: 17%
Source: The Teachers',
Insurance Plan National
Education Survey was
sponsored by Teachers'
Insurance Plan, developed
by Leflein Associates and
conducted by Opinion Re
search Corp. 1,046 adults
were polled by telephone
between May 3-6, 2001.
There is a margin of error
of + or - 3%. The details of
this new analysis are based
on that survey. Teachers'
Insurance Plan is an insur
ance services program for
educators and the sponsor
of national surveys and re
search on a variety of
issues related to teachers
and education.
Additional information
about Teachers' can be
obtained at www.teachers.com.

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR PAPER
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ADVERTISERS

Justice Is Not Automatic - Clear Your Criminal
Record Today!!-------------------------- —--------------There are many minori
ties who are being encour
aged to plea to charges
without a complete under
standing of what a criminal
record really means. A plea
to a felony could mean that
they will not have access to
a college education which
leads to an inability to
make a decent living. The
self-employed convicted
felon has significant trou
ble obtaining loans, con
tracts, and much more.
The mission of Herring
& Associates Legal Docu
ment Solutions is to ensure
that each individual has an
opportunity to profession
ally and accurately state

their claim. Many minori
ties can not afford represen
tation and are forced to set
tle for the public defender,
and they cannot afford to
have their records sealed,
expunged or prepare a pro
fessional packet for a par
don. "We cannot guarantee
that the presiding judge or
Board of Pardons will grant
the request; however, we do
guarantee an accurate and
professional document,"
says Jolanda Herring, co
founder of the organization.
Herring & Associates
Legal Document Solutions
are a community-oriented,
minority-owned business.
Their service fee is nomi

nal. Their charge is only
$35 for preparing either the
application for a pardon or
civil rights restoration.
Included in that price is the
option for the applicant to
state what he or she may
have been going through
during the time they were
on the foul side of the law,
what they are Currently
doing, and their future
goals. Also included is
legal research regarding
pardons, sealing, and ex
punging that can be
reviewed by the applicants.
Herring & Associates en
courage applicants to be
aware of their rights and
options, for their future.

F>

Educating yourselves about
your rights and options is
paramount.
According to Jolanda
Herring, co-founder of
Herring & Associates,
"There are many myths sur
rounding when a person
can petition to have their
rights restored or petition
for a pardon. Once a person
has completed their super
vised program (probation,
parole, etc.), they are eligi
ble to apply for restoration
of their civil rights. If a per
son cannot meet the re
quirements outlined by the
Board of Pardons, they can
petition for a waiver. A
waiver explains to the

Board of Pardons the rea
son for the early request."
Hawthorne Herring,
co-founder of the program
states emphatically, "We
are committed to the com
munity. Our prices are
nominal, which ensures
that EVERYONE has the
opportunity to take advan
tage of our services. We
even offer payment plans.
We can be reached at our
toll free number, 1-800-4XPUNGE or you can visit
us on the web at
www.expungeandseal.com.
" It must be stressed that we
are not attorneys and can
not give legal advice.

Karry
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NORTH CENTRAL NEWS
Rosalyn Jones
Crowned Miss
Jabberwock 2002

Rosalyn F. Jones
bvFlorence Williams Ray
OCALA - On March
22nd, Ocala Alumnae
Chapter Delta Sigma Theta
Sorority, Inc., crowned
Miss Jabberwock 2002 at a
program held at the City
Auditorium In Ocala.
Rosalyn Florence Jones,
the daughter of Ronald and
Johnnie Mae Jones, was
crowned "Miss Jabber
wock 2002" by Chapter
members Rubye Hughes
and Jackie Gary.
Rosalyn, president of
student body at Vanguard
High School, will attend
Florida State University in
the fall and major in Sec
ondary Education. Her goal
is to earn a masters in
Counseling. Rosalyn start
ed the mentoring program
"I Am Somebody" for
young African-American
females of the community
to build up self-esteem
while helping them with
school work. This program
is sponsored by Men
Trying to Better the Com
munity. She is a member of
the National Honor So
ciety, Fidessa, Chaplain of
New Zion Gospel Chorus,
Dove Travelers Youth
Group, involved in Marion
County D.E.F.Y. (Drug Ed
ucation for Youth Program
sponsored by the Ocala
Police Dept.) Rosalyn is
Hugh O’Brien Youth Am
bassador, Vanguard Boy’s
Basketball Team Manager
and played JV Girls’ Bas
ketball during her fresh
man year.
Rosalyn was also run
ner-up for 2001-2002
Homecoming Queen, 2nd
runner-up for AKA "Miss
Fashionetta” and is includ
ed in Who’s Who Among
American High School stu
dents. "Miss Jabberwock"
1st runner up was Shenae
Streeter, daughter of Ms.
Queen Streeter and the 2nd
runner-up is Janee’ Ali, the
daughter of Mr. And Mrs.
Hasan & Valerie Ali. Other
contestants were Samantha
Roundtree, the daughter of

Mr. And Mrs. Leroy &
Gwendolyn Roundtree and
NasQuavia
"Nikki"
Adams-Vereen, the daugh
ter of Mr. And Mrs. Adrian
& Brenda Vereen. Rosalyn
was sponsored by Barbara
Washington,
Rubye
Hughes, Tonya Epps and
mother, Johnnie Mae
Jones. She was escorted by
Greg Griffin.
Kim Nisbett was Mis
tress of Ceremony for the
three phase program and
Gwen Haynes was Narra
tor. Phase 1 "Keeping the
Connection" was contes
tant’s Tribute and included:
solos by Nikki Vereen and
Shenae Street; Praise
Dances by Samantha
Roundtree and Rosalyn
Jones and Artist sketches
by Janee’ Ali. Phase 2
included a dynamic read
ing by Danielle Gaskin;
selections from Covenant
Youth Choir and New
Chapel Gospel Ensemble.
A dramatic poem was writ
ten and performed by
Denisha Lawton. Phase 3
"Focusing on the Future"
was a special tribute to
contestants by Mekoe Ni
chols, Crowning of Miss
Jabberwock; Serenade to
Miss Jabberwock by Dar
ren Robinson and remarks
by
President
Deloris
Griffin.
Officers for Ocala>
Alumnae Chapter Delta
Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc.
..are: , President,„ Deloris •
Griffin; Vice-President,
Jacqueline Gary; Record
ing Secretary, Grace Cor
bett; Assistant Recording
Secretary, Shirley Wright;
Corresponding Secretary,
Billie Hudson; Financial
Secretary, June Dailey;
Treasurer, Sharon Richard
son; Parliamentarian, Bar
bara Washington; Sergeant-at-Arms, Donna Wil
kerson; Chaplain, Sara
Smith and Custodian, Pa
trice Butler. Other mem
bers are Aretha Anderson,
Peachie Jackson, Charlena
Kinsler, Brenda Vereen,
Clara Gore, Marcy Owens,
Annie Harvey, Mary Rut
ledge, Jelena Stafford, Jua
nita Cunningham, Tonya
Eppsj Beverly Ware, Kim
Nisbett, Johnnie Reynolds,
Cheryl Rice, Barbara
Young, Lisa Thompson,
Rubye Hughes, Bettye
Jones, Sandra EdwardsStephens, Rossie Mitchell,
Jade Hagans, LaCrecha
Anderson Greene, Doris
Williams, Gwen Haynes
and Linda Francis.

T.O.P.S. Group Care
Presents Connections
OCALA - T.O.P.S.
Group Care presents Con
nections, linking black pro
fessionals
in
Marion
County.
This is an upscale net
working event on Friday,

April 5th, from 6-8 p.m. at
The Pavilion at Ritz His
torical Inn, 1218 N.E. 2nd
St., Ocala.
For information, call
208-4894 or 208-7760.

LIGHT
OF THE
WORLD
by Daniel Banks
I heard a bishop say
once that he was tired of
single people trying to tell
married people how to
live! My response to that is
that Jesus never married
and He tells everybody
how to live! So, if that
bishop has a problem with
advice from singles, he has
a problem with advice
from Jesus!
Today, as a single per
son, I’m also going to lend
advice to married people
and to anyone in a relation
ship. My advice is when
you epter a relationship
with a new individual, let
go of all your “ex’s”! (exwives, ex-lovers, etc.).
Nothing is more frus
trating when one party is
struggling to make a rela
tionship work and the other
party is maintaining con
tact with his or her “ex-”!
What’s worse is when one
party has asked that the
other party not maintain
contact with an ex-wife,
ex-friend or ex-lover and
he or she is doing it any
way.
Some of you forget or
don’t care that in your mar
riage vows, is a clause that
reads,
.forsaking all oth
ers...” You have no obligazfion to'tAik to Or meet with
your' “ex’s” on a regular
basis, even if you’re pay
ing them child support or
spousal support. That can
be done through paycheck
deduction. Child visitation
can also be arranged in a
manner that is comfortable
to all affected parties so
that the current wife does
n’t have to be disrespected!
All extra-marital affairs
are wrong, according to the
Bible, and cheating in a
committed relationship be

fore marriage is also morlly wrong. Furthermore,
sex is not always the issue
with “ex’s”. Forsaking
someone means to have
nothing to do with that per
son so that your present
spouse or interest can be
secure in the new-found
relationship.
I’ve heard men say that
their women are insecure.
They’re insecure because
you’ve made them inse
cure with all your other
relationships! People are
not bom insecure. Circum
stances make them inse
cure! (The same applies to
women with outside rela
tionships that they also feel
are justified.) .
Too often people say
that he or she is just a
friend! Well, if it upsets
your partner, you need to
re-evaluate that so-called
friendship because you
promised God that you’d
forsake all others! “For this
cause must a man leave his
father and mother and
cleave to his wife.” - St.
Matthew 19:5
For those of you who
haven’t made it to the altar
yet, know this: a marriage
ceremony will not cast a
magical' spell on you and
make you a perfect spouse
in an instant! These con
cepts of faithfulness must
be practiced before your
wedding day or you will
take this problem into your
marriage. Don’t humiliate
or mentally abuse your
spouse. Love her. Cherish
her, as Christ loved the
church and gave His life
for it! And wives must see
that they reverence their
husbands (see Hebrews 5).
Pray much for me.

Jason Has Not Died in
Vain-------------------------OCALA - On Novem
ber 25,2001, the life of the
Thomas family changed
forever. Jason Thomas, age
18 became an innocent vic
tim of a gunshot wound to
the head. On March 16,
2002, his death became
what will be, hopefully, the
first day of their lives for
young people in Ocala,
Marion County and the
nation.
MAD DADS of Greater
Ocala, with other organiza
tions in the community
sponsored the first Stop the
Violence Open Forum,
where young people, par
ents and community lead
ers came together to dis
cuss ATOD, self-destruc
tive behavior, school issues
and parental involvement.
The event was held at
Howard Middle School in
northwest Ocala. It began
with a general session, and
then the members of the
audience were assigned to
one of four breakout
groups, continued with au
dience participation and
summaries by the group
leaders and ended with a

free lunch and door prizes.
Kelvin
Richardson,
MAD DADS, was the
moderator. Bishop Harvey
Robinson gave the invoca
tion and the Rev. John
Hanks and Frank Washing
ton, educator, explained
the purpose of the forum. A
feature of the morning was
a plea by Mr. and Mrs.
Thomas: "we have to be
parents or somebody else
will" and "put the remote
down!". Music was provid
ed by Unyson, a musical
group composed of mem
bers of several churches in
the area.
ATOD stands for alco
hol, tobacco and other
drugs. Every young person
there was given a ATOD
commitment card to sign
which read, "I ______ ,
pledge to abstain from
alcohol, tobacco and other
drugs. By doing this, I un
derstand that I am respect
ing myself, my family, my
community and God. I will
succeed in fulfilling my
pledge with the utmost
responsibility.

On March 23, 1942,
Politician, writer and
activist Walter Rodney
was born.

OCALA
NEWS
by Jim Thorpe

Citra: Welcome! Alice
Shelby!! Alice, as you
remember, reported the
news from the locality at
one time for the Ocala
Star-Banner. She is now
writing the news from
Citra. She volunteers her
time and effort for the
good of the community.
Yea, Alice! Her phone
number, incase you don’t
remember it, is 595-5562.
If you have news to report,
she invites you to call.
An Easter egg hunt will
be held at the Citra Com
munity
Center
on
Saturday, March 30th, at
11 a.m. The center is locat
ed one block east of the
intersection of US 301 and
CR 319. Children will be
divided into groups by
ages. Please bring your
own basket or container, if
possible.
On Easter, March 31st,
the Methodist and Baptist
Churches will co-sponsor a
sunrise service at 6 a.m. at
Crosby’s Pond on CR 319
east. Signs will guide you
to your , destination. This
year the Rev. Craig Jacobs
will bring the message and
following this his Baptist
Church members will

serve a breakfast to all who
attend. Both churches will
have regular services at 11
a.m.
The Citra Improvement
Society is sponsoring
“Arts in the Park” on
Saturday, April 13th, from
8 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Citra
Community Center. You
are invited to come and
enjoy arts and crafts, a flea
market, face painting, a
bake sale, a dunk tank,
games, live entertainment,
pny rides and clowns. Also
projected are exhibits of
unusual animals, pony
rides, raffles and rides in a
Model T Ford.
The Citra Improvement
Society meets every first
Tuesday, except on voting
day, at 6:30 p.m. with a
covered dish dinner and
varied programs start at
7:30 p.m.
The Citra quilting club
meets at the community
center each Wednesday
from 10 a.m. till noon. The
art class meets each
Monday evening from 7-9
p.m. For information on
either of these, please call
Nancy Huntley at 5958456.

WORDS

BY
ROSETTA
by Rosetta Cohen
Forshee
“FAMILY FUN NIGHT”
Family Fun Nights
begin on Thursday, April
4th, at 6:30’ p.m. at the
Weirsdale Fire Department
located on CR 25. The
events are part of the Suc
cess By 6 project, an initia
tive of the United Way of
Marion County and contin
ue for eight weeks, exclud
ing April llth, and ends
May 30th.
Family Fun Night wel
comes all to come and
enjoy the activities.

“ESSAY CONTEST”
The Marion County
Public Library system is
conducting an Essay Cont
est to anyone 18 yrs. old
and over.
Writers are asked to
print a picture in 250 words
or less about the “World of
Possibilities”. April 13th is
the final date to submit
your essay. Forms may be
picked up at either of the
nine library branches in
Marion County.

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR
PAPER BY SUPPORTING
OUR ADVERTISERS

All winning tickets must be redeemed by Tuesday, May 28, 2002.
Prizes less than $600 may be redeemed at any Florida Lottery retailer;
prizes $600 and over must be claimed at a Florida Lottery office.
For the location of a Lottery office near you, call 850-487-7777.
*2002 Raida Lottery

Must be 18 a older to cbim a prize. Please play responsibly.

Ftorida Lottery
www.Saiattery.com
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ENTERTAINMENT
Top Amateur Kid Performers From
Across The Country Compete For
National Television Appearance
(OAKBROOK,
IL)
MARCH 11, 2002 McDonald’s, Sears and the
Inner City Theater Group
(producers of the national
ly-syndicated television
show "It’s Showtime At
The Apollo") are teaming
up to find the nation’s most
talented amateur kids.
McDonald’s® is hosting
the
fifth
annual
McDonald’s Presents: "It’s
Showtime at the Apollo"
Kids’ Talent Search, now
co-sponsored by Sears. Up
to 24 acts from across the
country will win a trip to
New York to perform on
the hit TV show "It’s
Showtime at the Apollo."
First place winning acts
will also receive a $5,000
scholarship, a state-of-theart computer system and
software package, and a
$500 gift card courtesy of
Sears.
Parents
with kids
between the ages of 5 and
12 can enter their child in
the national talent search
by submitting an audio or
videotape of their child’s
performance. Contest rules
and entry forms are also
available at www.mcdonalds.com,
www.apolloshowtime.com or by call
ing toll-free at (866)
STAR-2-BE. The national
mail-in contest runs Feb.
15 through July 26, 2002.
National entries can be

Mail-In Contest, 3 Park nities we serve, and this
Avenue 40th Floor; New program is just one of sev
"It’s eral ways McDonald’s,
York, NY 10016.
Showtime at the Apollo" Sears and "It’s Showtime at
representatives judge all the Apollo" acknowledges
contestants on their stage their individuality and puts
presence, showmanship, a spotlight on their creative
talent, creativity, originality capabilities," said Vicky
and overall performance Free, marketing director,
McDonald’s Corporation,
impression.
Parents also have the U.S.
Many legendary and
opportunity to enter their
child in local mall tour con contemporary entertainers
tests to compete in front of .appeared on "It’s Showtime
a live audience. The mall at the Apollo." A few of
tour
cities
include: these stars include five
Jacksonville, FL; Jackson, time Grammy Award win
MS; Atlanta, GA; Las ner Lauryn Hill, comedian
Vegas, NV; Cleveland, OH; Sinbad, singer and actress.
Detroit, MI; Houston, TX; Brandy, and actor Steve
Chicago, IL; Miami, FL; Harvey, former host off
Washington,
DC; "It’s Showtime At The
Baltimore, MD; Raleigh- Apollo."
"We have come togeth
Durham,
NC;
San
Francisco, CA; Charlotte, er to create an incredible
NC; Greenville, SC; Los opportunity for our kids,"
Angeles, CA; Indianapolis, said Chuck Sutton, execu
IN;
Memphis,
TN; tive producer of "It’s
Pittsburgh, PA; and Dallas, Showtime at the Apollo."
TX. Entry forms for the "I
am
grateful
to
local mall contests are McDonald’s and Sears for
available at participating their commitment to giving
McDonald’s restaurants in America’s youth the vehi
the host cities. Rudy Rush, cle to pursue their dreams."
■ McDonald’s is the
star of TV’s "It’s Showtime
at the Apollo," will host leading global food-service
many of the local mall tour retailer, with nearly 29,000
contests.
restaurants serving over 45
The 2001 Jacksonville million people each day in
countries.
winner was actually from 121
Tampa, B. Dexter Lewis. Approximately 80 percent
Since then he’s done a of McDonald’s restaurants
national performance on worldwide are owned and
the CBS "Early Show" and operated by independent,

sent

two special performances

local

on the Jenny Jones Show.
"There are so many
fantastic and wonderfully
talented kids in the commu

women.
Sears, Roebuck and
Co. is a leading U.S. retail
er of apparel, home and

to:

McJjgiiqld’Sj

Presents: "It’s Showtime at
the Apollo" Kids’ Talent
Search Co-Sponsored by
Sears, Attention: National

businessmen

and

Better Check Ya Self

automotive products and
services, with annual rev
enue of more than $40 bil
lion. The company serves
families in the U.S. through
Sears stores nationwide,
including approximately
860 full-line stores. Sears
also offers a wide variety of
merchandise
services
through its Web site,
www.sears.com.
Now celebrating 15
years in syndication, "It’s
Showtime at the Apollo"
has proven itself to be one
of the most powerful ven
ues for the showcasing of
talent worldwide. Dating
back to 1934, the Apollo
Theater’s Amateur Night
competition has exposed
the talents of such artists as
Michael Jackson, Luther
Vandross and Dru Hill.
Continuing in that tradi
tion, "It’s Showtime at the
Apollo" has been able to
introduce other greats like
R&B vocalist Lauryn Hill
and
comedian/actors
Sinbad, Mark Curry and
Steve Harvey.
Please
check your local listings for
stations and show times.

There's A
Reason to
Read

Being 'unemployed to righteousness'
only labels you a wicked-individual,
'pitiful' becomes your natural friend

The Weekly

and later takes over your spiritual.
theres no point to macho and bully others around,
just because, you have a weapon,
that doesn't make you a better person...
The Mind Does.

Challenger!

Halle Berry as Leticia Musgrove, with son Tyrell,
played by Coronji Calhoun

Poitier (here with Lilia
Skala) in his landmark
Oscar winning role for
Best Actor in 1963's
Lilies of the Field.

Oscars

Denzel as Alonzo Harris
in "Training Day"

continued from Front.
linked to exposure is the
typecasting of AfricanAmericans in stereotypical
roles, denying them the
opportunity to stretch their
skill. Add to this, the lack
of funding, and the odds
make
success highly
improbable. The fact that
the members Of the voting
academy are typically void
of color also plays a role.
African-Americans, for so
long relegated to Black
films, reducing their expo
sure and credibility, less
ened their chances again,
despite the efforts of talent
ed Black film makers. But
it is those very same film
makers that we can thank
for nurturing the talent that
the world now gets to
appreciate. Sunday’s Oscar
winners, >
Denzel
Washington and Berry are
no exception, as both had
opportunities to hone their
craft in Spike Lee Films,
such as "Juggle Fever,"
"Mo’ Better Blues," and
"Malcolm X."
But as Berry said in an
interview after winning her
award, she’d rather focus
on the "upside instead of
the downside." And so
should everyone else. We
can only hope that the
doors will truly open "this
time." The key word is
OPPORTUNITY. Provide

opportunity, and every
thing else will naturally
occur. Many had hopes that
the tide turned back in
1972, when three AfricanAmerican actors were
nominated for their roles as
a leading man or woman,
Cicely Tyson and Paul
Winfield for "Sounder"
and Diana Ross for "Lady
Sings the Blues." But it
took another 30 years for
the same thing to happen
again. Will Smith was the
3rd nominated for a lead
ing role this year for his
portrayal of Muhammad
Ali. The tell-tale sign will
be the types of roles that
African-Americans are cast
for... will they be for
Black characters, or just
merely characters?

And

when they are for Black

characters, will they be
leading parts, or merely
supporting. The weight is
now squarely on the shoul
ders of playwrights, screen
writers, directors, and pro
ducers.
When Sidney Poitier
won his award in 1963, he
must have been labeled an
anomaly, a diamond in the
rough. But today, there can
be no doubt that a bumper
crop of talented actors are
waiting in the wings for
their opportunity. They’ve
already proven themselves.
Can anyone now deny the
Lawrence
Fishboumes,
Angela Bassetts, Samuel
L.
Jacksons,
Alfre
Woodards, and Morgan
Freemans of the world?
That remains to be seen.
But there is hope, much
hope, and the motion pic
ture industry has Denzel
and Halle to thank, for
breaking the cycle, for
everyone wins with this
crack in the ceiling.
Denzel won for his role
as a rogue and dirty cop,
Alonzo in "Training Day."
Ironically, he won on the
same night as his selfappointed mentor Sidney
Poitier won an Honorary
Oscar for his contributions
and achievements to the
movie industry, and more
importantly, the rise of
African-American actors.
A veteran of some 43 films,
and six directorial projects,
his impact on the industry
has been monumental. Of
the 39 nominations for
Blacks over the years, 31
have come since 1970,
seven years removed from
Poitier’s achievement.
Halle Berry played a wife
who just lost her husband

to execution, and shared
even further familial grief
with her co-star Billy Bob
Thornton.
The
film
explored mainly intense
themes, as Leticia, played
by Berry, becomes the
unlikely love interest of
Thornton’s Hank.
Other major award
winners were "A Beautiful
Mind" taking the Best
Picture,
and Jennifer
Connolly, Best Supporting
Actress. At least 3 others
who have dedicated a life
time to the industry walked
away with Oscars for the
first time as well. Gifted
director Ron Howard won
for Directing "A Beautiful
Mind", Jim Broadbent, vet
eran stage and screen actor,
for his supporting role in
"IRIS",
and
Randy
Newman, who, after 16
nominations, finally won
an award for MUSIC
(Song), If I Didn’t Have
You, from the movie
"Monster’s Inc". Of the 24
awards handed out, "A
Beautiful Mind" and "Lord
of the Rings" garnered 4
each.
In 1927, the first award
ceremony took 15 minutes,
and 15 awards were hand
ed out. Three thousand
Oscars
later,
Sunday
night’s ceremony was the
longest in history, 4 hours,
23 minutes. But for those
of us who stayed the
course, it was worth every
minute to see history made.
Here’s to Berry’s words
coming true, and the
heightened possibility that
a true "c" change will now
take place, when she said,
"This moment is so much
bigger than me.” Here’s to
OPPORTUNITY!

CALL The Weekly Challenger
And Win Free Tampa Bay Blues Fest Tickets

Vinoy Waterfront Park
SEE
Sean Chambers • Tab Benoit • Tommy Castro Band
North Mississippi Allstars • Damon Fowler • Michael Burks
Sean Costello • Kenny Neal • Shemekia Copeland • Little Feat
Backtrack Blues Band • Darrell Nulisch • Lucky Peterson
Ike Turner
April 5, 6, 7, 2002
Call Today - 727-822-8996

"better check ya self

By Jibri Wright
a 17 year old Pinellas Park High student, and resident of St Petersburg

Sound Advice TAMPA

BAY

BLUES FEST

VINOY WATERFRONT PARK • ST. PETERSBURG. FL

APHII. 5, (5, /, 2002
FINDAY APIHL 5 • 3:30 PM UNTIL K):OO PM 120
Sean Oh»mb<trs *' Tab Benoit • Tommy Castro Band

MOUTH MISSISSIPPI ALLSTAPS
S A TUI II)AY APRIL 6 * NOON UNTIL 10:00 PM *25
Damon Fowlei* * Michael Buries • Sean Costello
Kenny Ned • Shemekia Copeland • J ITTI C TO AT
SUNDAY APIHL 7 ♦ fcOO PM UNTIL 1O:OO I’M 120
Backtrack Blues Band • Darrell Nulisch • Lucky Peterson

b^wa^’IKE

FEATURING
• B.J.:

Saturday morning gospel. Wake up with a praying Spirit

5am-10am

• DIANE HUGHES:

5am-10am,M-F. Total Praise with the best

in inspirational music, news, weather and the Spoken Word.

• UNCLE DAVE MICHAELS:

10am-1 pm Just playing the

music the way you like it.

•MICHEALT:

Old school and music to drive home by.

• TONYCHARLES: Take you

back home with your favorite

TllllMBl

3- DAY PASS JUST 150
nur websife at www.tampabaybluesSest.com Festival Information fine: (727) 824-6163. Tickets available at
contact our weuw
Also at loeui Sound Adv-ice stores S Ringside Cafe.
To cuKhase tickets by mail, please send a self-addressed, business size stamped envelope and a check to
Tanina Bav Blues Foundation, inc, 8370 40th Ave. N„ St. Petersburg, Ft 33709. Please allow two weeks for delivery.
For beachfront hotel accommodations, contact Tradewinds Island Resort at t -800-237-0707 or check on-fine at wwwfloddasbeach.com

For Advertising Call
Donza Drummond, Sales Manager
727*821-9947

Tickets ere available at the gate each day of the Festival. Children under 12 free when accompanied try an adult.

REQUEST LINE 864-1600

Serving T rmya (Bag Since 1976
Office: 327-WRXB (9792) *
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RELIGIOUS NEWS
Immaculate
Conception Early
Childhood Center

King DaQuan Person and
Queen L’kheria Thomas

Boys and Girls from Room 7
Immaculate Conception
Early Childhood Center
recently held their annual
Black History Program,
King and Queen Pageant.
The theme for this year was
“Messengers for Freedom”.
The pre-school aged chil
dren recited poetry, per
formed dance-routines and
sang musical numbers.
Winners of the King
and Queen titles were
DaQuan
Person
and
L’Kherra Thomas. A’Rielle
Snead was first runner-up
and Maurissa Wheeler won
third place. First runner-up

Ail

for the boys was Delvin
Glover,
and
Michael
Wright was second runnerup.
Pictured are this years
winners and program par
ticipants. Rita Jackson, di
rector of the school, gave
the closing remarks, and
Rev.
Father
Callist
Nyambo, pastor and school
administrator, gave a spe
cial blessing dedicated to
African-American fami
lies. Mary Calloway, assis
tant director, was mistress
of ceremonies.

Nations Church of God By Faith

3000 - 4th Avenue S. • St. Petersburg, FL
327-5926 • 327-2656
Sunday School....... .. . .... . . , ... , . . .9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship................ ................ ..11 a.m.
Night Worship ...............,,.. . ................. 7 p.m.
Tuesday Bible Class ................................... 8 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Meeting................... 8 p.m,
Friday Tarry Service................................... 8 p.m.
Saturday Sabbath School
................ 11 a.m.
Rev, Johnnie Lee Williams, Pastor

Pleasant Grove Missionary
Baptist Church
Pastor Joseph Gordon
and the Pleasant Grove
Church family invite you
to worship with us in our
early morning “Sunrise
Service” which will be
held Sunday, March 31st,
at 7 a.m. The Senior Male
Chorus will render song
service, and the Adult
Male Usher Board will
serve. Come out and be
blessed in this resurrection
celebration.
Sunday School begins
at
9:30
a.m.
with
Superintendent Deacon
Philip Carter presiding.
Mid-morning
“Easter
Service” begins at 10:50
a.m. The Senior Male
Chorus will render song
service, and the Adult
Male Usher Board will
serve.
Congress #2 of the
South Florida Progressive
Baptist Association is con

vening here at Pleasant your recognition in June.
Grove March 27th-30th.
Thanks come from
Parents, please have Pastor Gordon to the
your child/children here at Gospel Chorus and Usher
8:30 a.m. Saturday, March Board for services ren
30th, for Youth Congress. dered
at
Macedonia
Rev. James C. McDonald Church last Sunday.
is president and Rev.
Pleasant Grove cruises
Joseph Gordon is modera to Alaska June llth-19th.
tor.
Please see or contact Kay
“Good Friday Service” Curry at (727) 864-2937
will be held at 1 p.m. after 7 p.m. for details.
Friday. The “Seven Last
Heartfelt
sympathy
Words” will be presented goes out to the Davis,
by seven speakers. This is Timmons
and
being sponsored by the Holmes/Wallace families
Baptist
Ministers in their bereavement.
Fellowship Conference.
Thought for the week:
Calling all 2002 gradu “If we confess our sins, He
ates. Please submit your is faithful and just and will
name, high school, phone forgive . our sins and
number and your career cleanse , us from all un
goals
to
chairperson righteousness." - Uohn
Cynthia Tomlin, Ruth 1:9
Johnson-Williams
or
Deacon Lee D. Moore
Cynthia Durant by April is publicist, and Rev.
21st.
The
Education Joseph Gordon is pastor.
Committee is planning for

“And it came to pass, as
they were much perplexed
thereabouts, behold, two
men stood by them in shin
ing garments: And as they
were afraid, and bowed
down their faces to the
earth, they said unto them,
why seek the living among
the dead? He is not here,
but he is risen." - St. Luke
24:4-6
Supt. Elder Clarence
Welch and the Prayer
Tower Church family wel
come you with open arms
at all times to worship with
us in the presence of the
Lord! We truly appreciate
your prayers, support and

patronage of our church.
May God forever smile
upon you at all times!
On
March
24th,
Commissioner Ken T.
Welch was the guest for
our annual Youth Day
Services. At 11:30 a.m.
Commissioner
Welch
spoke from the depths of
his heart on the critical sub
ject of “Are You Sleeping
with the Enemy?” His mes
sage was based on the
scripture from Paul in
Ephesians 6:12, “For we
wrestle not against flesh
and blood, but against prin
cipalities, against powers,
against the rulers of the

darkness' of this world,
against spiritual wicked
ness in high places.” Un
doubtedly, we were truly
inspired by this supreme
Word from God!
On the third Sunday,
March 17th, Prayer Tower
celebrated Sunday School
Day. Truly the Lord spoke
through the entire Sunday
School Department to the
church about the impor
tance of living the life of
Christ and about the im
portance of coming to
Sunday School. We were
exquisitely and abundantly
blessed byThe many skW
and presentations that

The Reverend Don A. Gaskin, Pastor
2335 - 22nd Avenue South
P.O. Box 15935 • St. Petersburg, FL 33733

Deacon Ministry............................................................................................ Deacon Edward Nesbitt
Finance Ministry................................... ............................................................... , . . James Robinson
Children & Youth Ministry...............................................................................
Joyce Robinson
Clerk Ministry................................................................................................................. Wyvonnia McGee

"A

Church With Passion for God and Compassion for People"

Sunday School.................................... 9:30 a.m.
.....................

11:00 a.m.

Evening Worship

... 6 p.m.

Baptist Training Union 5 p.m.
Tuesday Night
General Bible Study
Thursday Night Prayer
Meeting & Teachers Meeting
We welcome you at all times.
Rev. Clyde Williams

10th Street Church Of'God
207 - 10th Street North, St. Petersburg, FL

Sunday School................................................. .. . .9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ..................................................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Night Prayer Meeting/
Bible Study ...................... ...............................
.7:15 p.m.
Evening Worship (1st & 3rd Sunday) .... .6:00 p.m.
International Headquarters, Anderson, Indiana

Emmanuel Christian
Fellowship Inc.

clearly showed the saints
the value of being an active
member of Sunday School.
Last Sunday the Lord
moved in a special way as
the Usher Board celebrated
its anniversary. Elder Troy
Lewis from Emmanuel
Cathedral COGIC brought
the house down with the
message entitled “The
Lord is my Shepherd”. He
instilled in us the impor
tance of following and
obeying our leader, so we
can prosper. Again, we say
praise the Lord!
On March 30th we will
host an, Easter,Egg Hunt at
the church for the children.
All children are invited!

ference.
Wednesday, April 10th 12 Noonday Bible Study;
also, each Wednesday from
12 noon-2 p.m., Bread of
Life Ministry serving lunch
to all needy in the commu
nity.
Upcoming events:
Auxiliary Ministry An
niversary, April 14th, at 4
p.m.
Third Annual Women’s
Conference, April 26th
through Sunday, April
28th.
55 Plus Ministry Mem
orial Weekend Tour to
Charleston and Savannah.
Other church informa
tion can be found in the
church bulletin that’s
passed out each Sunday
during service.

PEACEFUL ZION M.B. CHURCH
2051 - 9th Avenue South. St. Petersburg. FL 33712
Rev. F.G. Jackson. Pastor
(8131 822-2455
Church School........ 9.30 a.m.
Momtng Worship... 11:00 a m.
B T U......................5.00 p m
Evening Worship... 6.00 p.m

Wednesday Youth
Rehearsal.................. 5-30 p.m

Thursday Prayer & Church
School Study......... 7:30 p m.
1st & 2nd Saturdays SR.
Choir Rehearsal ...11:00 am.

Tuesday Evening

Bible Class............. 7.30 p m

REVIVAL
“Behold The Lamb”
I Corinthians 5:7-8
Fill Your Cup....... Join us for PASSOVER
8:oo P.M., March 26, 2002
(Feet Washing and Communion)
The Feast of Unleavened Bread
March 27th - 'April 2nd, 2002

House Of God, P.G.T.
930 18th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
For additional information

OOB
BLBSS

Call: 550-2521 or 866-0643
Pastor - Bishop James W. Paschal
Guest Evangelist Bishop J.L. West, Jr.
of Atlanta, GA

BishopJames W. Paschal
and wife, Lavern

New Faith
Free Methodist Church
2427 Irving Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL
Phone: 824-2814, Pastor • 323-1290, Church
TTfEJWiE: Cooking Upward, Searching Inward, Striving Onward

Sunday Morning Services
Sunday School ..................................... 9:30 am
Morning Worship.................................11:00 am
Youth Bible Study............................Wed. 6:30 pm
Adult Bible Study & Prayer Service Wed. 7:00 pm

Rev. Curtiss L. Long, Pastor

ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL

First Baptist Institutional Church
Third Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL

3144

1948 49th St. S. • St. Pete, FL 33707
Church: 327-8072

Phone: 323-7518

Pastor: Elder Franklin Evans
Sunday School
9:30a.m.
Morning Worship
11:15 a.m.
Bible Study (Monday)
7:00 p.m.
Prayer & New Comers Class
(Wednesday)
6:30p.m.

6:30 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.
Also, we will be fa
vored with the Annual
Drama Ministry’s Easter
presentation.
Sunday
School will commence im
mediately following the
Drama Ministry presenta
tion.
Please bring your fami
ly and friends for this joy
ous occasion. The Voices
of Friendship (all choirs)
will render the song serv
ice, the Fifth Sunday
Ushers will serve and
Pastor Evans will deliver a
message from on high.
Weekly schedule:
Thursday, April 4th - 7 8:45 p.m., Prayer/Praise
Service and Bible Study;
also, Youth Enrichment
Hour.
Friday, April 5th - 7
p.m., monthly church con

laiteljxljta: (Cnmmimtiu (ClTurcli

532 33rd Street S. • St. Petersburg, FL

Morning Worship

And at the ninth hour
Jesus cried with a loud
voice, saying, “E-loi, Eloi-masa-bach-thani?”
which is being interpreted,
“My God, why hast Thou
forsaken Me?” - Mark
15:34
Pastor John A. Evans,
the official church staff and
the entire Friendship
Missionary Baptist Church
family invite you to wor
ship with us on this Sunday
and to all upcoming activi
ties and events during the
week.
On Sunday, March 31st,
we will celebrate the
Resurrection of our Lord
Savior Jesus Christ starting
at 6:30 a.m. Throughout
the day we will worship
Christ in the beauty of holi
ness. Communion will be
served at both services at

Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ

Wisdom School 9:50 AM • Morning Worship 10:30 AM
Bible Study Fellowship 6:30 PM (Wed.)

Greater St. Paul
Missionary Baptist Church

Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church-------------------------------------

Rev. Wayne G. Thompson, Pastor
Sunday School

- 9:30

Morning Worship

Prayer (Tues. & Thurs.)

a.m.

- fl:OO

a.m.

Come Worship With
the First Baptist Family

11 a.m.- 12 p.m.
“All Are Welcome" • “Bring A Friend”

Schedule of Services
Church School.......................................9:30a.m.
Morning Worship ......................... 11a.m.
Baptist Training Union............................... 5p.m.
Evening Worship ....................... 6:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting
Thursday..............................................7p.m.

Rev. Brian K, Brown

"One weekfiom church makes one weak. ”

You are hereby invited to fellowship with

WINGS OF FAITH CHRISTIAN CENTER
*

,

%Z

309 - 15th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, FL 33704
Telephone (727) 893-1741

Bethel African Methodist Episcopal
Church
"Were Busy as Bees But Sweet As Honey"

Bishop RonaId Moten, Pastor
Alfreda Moten, Co-Pastor
“.■■let the one that is thirsty come.”

(Revelation 22:17)
For more infor
mation, contact
Sunday Worship Service
10:30 A.M.
Pastor Jerome
Sunday School 9:30 A.M.
& Pastor Kisha
Bible Study, Tues, 7-8 P.M.
Jordan at
727-865-7763 or 527 49th Street South
888-353-9555,
St. Petersburg, FL 33707
Ph: 727-327-2849 • Fax: 866-1896
ext. 2445

912 Third Avenue North
St. Petersburg, FL 33705
Phone: 727-822-2089

Bishop Ronald Moten and the Wings of Faith Church Family would
like to extend to you a personal invitation to worship with ns during
our scheduled times:
Sunday Sckoo1

9:30 A.M.

Morning Worship & Children's Church 10:45 A.M.
Prayer/Fasting

Tuesday

Intercessory Prayer & Bihle Class

Wedties day,

Rev. Roosevelt Hardy
Pastor

T ;30

P.M •

Church School...................................9:00A.M.
New Member Class.................9:00 A.M.
Morning Worship.............................. 10:30A.M.

KELIGIOU^NEW^ontinues

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY. MARCH 28 - APRIL 3, 2002

New Philadelphia
Mt. Zion Progressive
Community Church Missionary Baptist
Easter Sunday will be through Tracie Barber’s
Church —-----------------celebrated
at
New
Philadelphia at mid-morn
ing worship. The culmina
tion of Women’s History
Month will also be
observed. Speaker for this
service will be Melissa
Harris. Members are urged
to be present and prompt.
Wisdom School begins at
10:00 a.m.
Activities for Holy
Week are:
Thursday, 7:00 p.m.,
Maundy Thursday Service.
Friday, 11:00 a.m..
Good Friday Brunch.
Sunday, 7:00 a.m.,
Easter Sunrise “BreakFast”.
Monday, 10:00 p.m.,
Prayer Chain.
The church family was
blessed
last
Sunday

exhortation challenge enti
tled,
“Dangerous
Disconnection.’’ Using the
vine metaphor in John 15,
she reminded worshippers
of how life can seem when
one is disconnected from
Jesus. In order to experi
ence power, grace, and
mercy of Christ, one must
stay connected to Him. The
message was well received
by members and friends
present.
All members and can
didates for baptism will
meet with Membership and
Evangelism ministry for
orientation and instruction.
Baptism will take place fol
lowing completion of this
course of study by prospec
tive candidates.

Bethel Metropolitan
Baptist Church-------Pastor Joaquin Marvin
and
the
Bethel
Metropolitan Church fam
ily invite you to worship
with us on Sunday during
the 8 a.m. and 11 a.m.
services and Church
School at 9:30 a.m.
Sunday
School
Department Easter pro
gram will be observed dur
ing the Sunday School
hour. Join our youth in
their celebration of this
Sacred Sunday.
Our Midweek Bible
Study (NBC) and Prayer
Service on Wednesday at 7
p.m. are designed for the
spiritual growth of the
entire
family.
Transportation is avail
able. Call the church office
at 327-0554 if you have a
need. Noon Day Bible
Study is held each
Thursday at 12 noon.

The Ministerial Staff
and members of Bethel
Metropolitan have joined
with several other congre
gations to present “The
Seven Sayings from the
Cross” Friday, March
29th, at 12 noon. Please
join Pastor Marvin along
with Pastors D. Franklin
Browne, Manuel, Sykes,
Rdosevelt
Hardy,
Demetrius Lewis, Shawn
Washington and Chico
Dials for this sacred serv
ice.
It is our desire to be a
friendly people who offer
a kaleidoscope of min
istries for all agfcs and
interest. If you are seeking
a church home, we invite
you to unite with us in giv
ing a positive Christian
witness in the spirit of
worship.

The Mt. Zion SAFE
(Substance Abuse Freedom
Education) Ministry pres
ents two faith-based educa
tional programs: Recovery
Concepts and ChristCentered Recovery. These
classes will empower all
persons in church leader
ship, lay persons and those
who have a concern to heal
our community.
You will acquire a
working knowledge of the
addiction and recovery
process. This course will
assist with the ability of
family and friends to help
those suffering from the
hardships of drugs and al
cohol abuse. Classes will
be on Thursday nights at 7
p.m. and 8:15 p.m. All
classes are held in the
Genesis building. For more
information, contact A.J.
Murphy, (727) 866-1297.
Mt. Zion Before and Af
ter Care program for ages
5-13 is now accepting
applications. We offer pick

up and drop off to school
each morning and after
noon, early pick up on half
days and all day care most
school holidays. Summer
Kamp applications will be
ready during the week of
Spring Break. If you get
your application, complete
it and return it by April
15th, we will exempt the
application fee. For rates
and more info, call Jan
Smith Monday-Friday, 9
a.m.-5 p.m., ext. 402.
Need a ride to church
Sunday through Thursday?
The church van will be
happy to give you a lift.
Please try to notify us one
day in advance. Contact
Deacon William Harris,
821-0041, Troy Ward, 4524713, or Peter Smith, 8959261.
Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church
is located at 955 20th St. S.,
phone (727) 894-4311,
with Rev. Louis M.
Murphy, Sr., pastor.

All Nations
Church of
God by
Faith----------

American Black History
events. Presently, she is
Chairman of the Christ
Center of Love and Light
in Inverness.
Reverend Gillispie is a
motivational speaker who
will teach you to utilize
your God-given potential
in
your
daily
life.
Reverend Gillispie’s medi
tations place one in-a state

Earth Mission Ministries

All Nations Church of
God by Faith cordially
invites you to the dedica
tion of our new fellowship
hall on Saturday, March
30th, at 5 p.m.
On

Easter

Sunday

morning at 8 a.m. at the
Municipal Pier we will
have Baptism.
All are invited to join
us in celebrating these
events.
All

Nations

family

was

trememdously

Church
blessed
at

last

Sunday morning services
with an anointed woman
of

God,

Youth

Pastor

Rhunette Wells as speaker.
In her message she
illustrated her love and
compassion for our youth
of today.
1

All Nations is located

at 3000 4th Ave. S., St.
Petersburg.

Unity Temple of Truth Church
Unity Temple of Truth
Church is proud to have
Reverend Emily V. Gillispie as its speaker on March
31st, April 7th and April
14th.
Reverend Gillispie is a
natural, energetic and ex
citing speaker who has
served as a minister for
several Unity ministries.
She comes to us from In
verness, FL, where she is
active in community
organizations and is well
known for her activities
within the community. She
is vice chair of the
Interfaith Council and has
spoken at World Religion
Day,
Winter
Fest
Celebration and the Afro-

of complete knowingiiess
of God’s presence.
If you want to be uplift
ed and feel renewed, then
don’t miss this dynamic
speaker! Come and be
wondrously blessed!

Earth Mission Miracle Temple Of Deliverance
“ The Church Where The Anointing Makes The Difference"

Pastor Constance D.
Samuels founded this min
istry over 25 years ago with
a visionfrom God to estab
lish a holistic ministry that
would provide for the
needs of God’s people. To
evangelism to a lost world
an implement of programs
to help enhance the social
and economical status of
our community. Reaching
out to the rejects, for the
well need not a physician,
it’s the sick that need heal
ing.
God has wonderfully
blessed Pastor Samuels
through her years of great
struggle to finally witness
the fulfillment of this great
vision. God promised that
he would provide all that
she needed to do this great
work. And God has done
just that!
Earth Mission Minis
tries is now experiencing a
mighty move of God under
the power of God’s anoint
ing.
Earth Mission is pres
ently hosting a ten-week
ordination class with seven
students registered. In
structors include: Rev.
Robert Peak - Earth

Sunday Morning Worship
10 a.m.
Church School & Prayer
9 a.m.
Weekly Bible. Study Tuesdays 7. P-mMinisterial Class Thursdays 6 p.m.
erogfanu After School
•Wpm

2611 5ib. S. • St. Petersburg. FI. 33711
Church Phone: (727) 323-3210

For more inforraaiiwi, conuct
Direc,or'

Pastor’s Office: (727) 895-9591
Rev. Constance I). Samuels - Pastor

MOT" T™

1800 - 18th Avenue S., St. Petersburg, FL
Reg. Bragg L Turner, Pastor
Sunday School 9:30 a.m,
Morning Worship 11 a.m.
Membership Training 5 p.m.
Bible Study & Prayer
Meeting Tuesday 7 p.m,

Rev. Fleming Tarver, Pastor

,
Sunday Services'
Sunday Service ..........................................................8:00 a.m.
Sunday School............................................................ 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ...........................................
11:00 a.m.
Baptist Training Union ................................................5:00 p.m.
Weekly Services
Bible Class Monday. 7:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting & Bible Study, Wednesday 7:00 p.m.
The church where everybody is somebody and Christ is a(L

2830 - 22nd Avenue South • St Petersburg, Florida 33712
(727) 327-8560

Macedonia Freewill Baptist Church

3:00 AM...................................................................................... Prayer Time
3:30 AM. .................. ........................................................ Sunday School
11:00 AM...............................................................................................Worship
12:30 PM................................................................ After Service Fellowship
Wednesday 6:30 PM Prayer Meeting and Bible Study

"The Church That's Moving Forward Together"

Elder James C. Butler.
Other ministries include
Women’s Ministry, Men’s
Ministry and regularly
scheduled ministerial class
es.
If you want to catch on
fire, stop by Earth Mission
where the anointing has
made the difference.
For information regard
ing our ordination classes
or any of our Ministerial
Training classes, please
feel free to contact Earth
Mission Ministries at (72f)
323-3210 or Rev. Robert
Peak at (727) 826-5296 or
Minister Ernest Ervin at
(727)823-6645.
On behalf of Pastor
Constance D. Samuels and
Elder James C. Butler, as
sistant pastor, and the Ad
ministrative Staff of Earth
Mission Ministries, we in
vite you to join us during
any of the following servic
es:
Sunday morning
Church school, 9 a.m.;
Morning Worship, 10 a.m.
Tuesday night - Prayer
Meeting/Bible Study, 7
p.m.

1500 N. Pennsylvania Avenue
Clearwater, Florida 33516
Church Phone: 443-1945 Parsonage: 446-6056

Trinity Presbyterian Church

You are invited to share spiritual nurturing, preaching of the Gospel
and a Christian community for everyone

Mission Ministries, and Dr.
Curtis Burrows - Tampa
Bay Bible College. Various
studies include: Christian
Life/Ethics, Personal Evan
gelism, Intro to Missions,
Elements of Bible Study,
English Composition, Old
and
New
Testament
Survey, Greek and Hebrew
Survey
of Theology,
Hermeneutics, Homiletics,
False Doctrine, Apolo
getics, Ordinances and
Sacraments. Earth Mission
has also re-licensed and
licensed four ministers, one
evangelist and one mis
sionary who have been set
aside for ordination.
God has blessed Earth
Mission with many forms
of ministries which in
clude: Outreach Ministry
under the direction of Rev.
Robert Peak; Revival
Ministry under the direc
tion of Minister Ernest
Ervin; Youth Ministry
under the direction of
Minister Roger Stroman,
Minister Mamie Jones;
Intercessory Prayer; Youth
Cultural Arts Department
under the direction of
Minister Deborah Green;
Healing and Deliverance,

St. John (Missionary Baptist Church

Bus ministry provided for all services • Your presence are welcomed

Faith Memorial Missionary
Baptist Church

15

930 - 18th Street South
St. Petersburg, Florida
Rev. John Copeland, Pastor
Morning Worshi...................................................................... 8:00a.m.
Sunday School....................................................................... 9:30a.m.
Mid-Morning Worship................................................ 11:00 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Class Wed.................................. 7:00p.m.

Dr. Frederick D.
Terry

Communion is observed quarterly
the first Sunday after every 5th Sunday.
For transportation to the church, call 327-8196 or 327-2391.
The Church Where Everyone Is Welcome

20th Street
Church Of
Christ

2550 9th Avenue S. • St. Petersburg, FL
Early Morning Worship.............................................................. 7:00a.m.
Sunday School...............................
...9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship........................................................................ 10:50a.m.
Baptist Training Union................................................................4:30p.m.
Communion................................................7:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.

820 20th Street South
St. Pete, FL
Home: 896-8006

"Soaring Higher in
Christ Jesus"

Sunday Morning Bible Class ....... 9:00 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship................... 10:30 a.m.
Ladies Bible Class Monday........... - • .7:00 p.m.
Sunday Evening Worship ........ .5:00 p.m.
Monday Evening Bible Class .......7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Evening Bible Class . . . .7:00 p.m.

Rev. Joseph Gordon

2512 22nd Ave. S.
St. Pete, FL 33712

Rev.. Calvin Hopkins

“To Qod (Be The QCory”

327-0997

Rev. P.D.H. Leonard
Pastor
SUNDAY
Sunday School 10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 11:45 a.m.
Evening Worship 7:30 p.m.
TUESDAY
Bible Study 7:30 p.m.
FRIDAY
Evangelical Service 7:30 p.m.
PRAYER TIMES
Tuesdays, Fridays & Sundays - half an hour before
service.
Mondays & Thursdays, 7:30 p.m.
Friday nights at midnight.
RADIO BROADCAST
Sundays 7:45 a.m.
If you would like to come to church and do not have a way, call
327-0997.
The Church Where Everyone Is Welcome

• Wednesday- Prayer Meeting & Bible Study,
7:00pm- Until
• Thursday- Tutoring for K thru 5th,
6:30pm- 7:30pm
• Friday- Great Book Review for Youth, 7:00pm
• Saturday- Young Men's Bible Study, "Teen Word"

Stewart-Isom Memorial Christian Methodist
Episcopal Church

Christ Gospel Church

Greater Mt. Zion
African Methodist
Episcopal Church
919 - 20th Street S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Early Morning Worship 7:30 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship 11:00 a.m.
All Male Bible Study Weds. 6:30 p.m.
Rev. Clarence Williams,
Prayer Meeting Wednesday 7:30 p.m.
Pastor
Bible Study Monday 6:00 p.m.
Vintage Bible Study Wednesday 11:00 a.m. - 12 noon
Live Broadcast WRXB (Every Sunday 8:30 a.m.)
Tape Ministry • Bus Ministry
Need a tape of a service or transportation - Dial 894-1393
("The church with a heart in the heart of the city")

9:45am
11:00am
6:00pm- 7:00pm

Spiritual Counseling

“The Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

1820 Walton Street S., St. Pete, FL 33712
(813) 327-0593
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship: 11:00 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesday, 7:00 p.m.

African Methodist Episcopal Church
• Sunday- Church School,
• Sunday- Worship Service,
• Tuesday- Operation "BIG EAR",

Prayer Meeting & Bible Study
Wednesdays............................ .................................. .......... 7:30 p.m.
Bro. Robert Smith

Saint Mark

Each 2nd and 4th Saturday of the month

9:00am- 10:00am

Pastor Keturah
D. Pittman

2232 62nd Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33712

(727) 867-2400

Bethel Metropolitan
Baptist Church
3455 - 26th Avenue South • St. Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 327-0554
"Church of The Open Door"

Rev. Joaquin
Marvin

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship:
8:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Wed. NBC/AWANA/Bible Study/
Praise & Prayer 7:00 p.m.
Thurs. Midday Bible Study
12:00 noon - 1 :OO p.m.
Sat. Noon Day Prayer Hour
12:00 noon - 1 :OO p.m.
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20th Street Church of Christ Moore’s Chapel AME Church Emmanuel Christian
Men’s Seminar------------------------ As we marvel and enjoy service. Our Sunday Thumb Wedding, Laymen Fellowship Church

20th Street Church of
Christ’s 7th Annual Men’s
Seminar was held recently.
Brothers from congrega
tions in the Tampa Bay area

were invited.
The Seminar was very
inspirational. Young men
taking part in the program
with talks concerning

young people today should
turn to God to be a better
person today.

Travelers’ Rest MB
Hallelujah!
Christ
arose!
Welcome to Easter
Service at Travelers’ Rest,
where the Rev. D. Franklin
Browne is Senior Pastor.
Sunrise Worship will be
held at Stewart-Isom
C.M.E. Church beginning
at 6:30 a.m. All members
are invited to attend this
long established fellowship
experience
8 a.m. Contemporary
Worship Service will be
cancelled for this Sunday
only. ,
Life
Development
Sunday School begins at
9:30 a.m. Our children will
recite their Easter speeches
and perform musical rendi
tions as we celebrate the
risen Saviour.
M i d - M o rn i n g
Traditional
Worship
Service begins at 11 a.m.
Deacons and deaconesses
will lead us in our devo
tional service. Mass Choir

will sing during our
Ministry of Music and the
Men’s Ministry will wel
come our members and
visitors. The Ministry of
the Word will be preached
by Pastor Browne.
Members are reminded
of our Maundy Thursday
Service on Thursday,
March 28th, at 7 p.m.
Come and let us give
thanks to Jesus for bearing
our sins on the cross of
Calvary.
Mass Choir members
will have their scheduled
rehearsal on Thursday,
March 28th, at 6:15 p.m.
Weekly activities:
Thursday, March 28th Mid-Day Bible Study, 11
a.m. (an in-depth study of
the scriptures) and nursing
home visitation; 6:15 p.m.,
Mass Choir rehearsal; 7
p.m., Maundy Thursday
Service.
Wednesday, April 3rd 7 p.m., Prayer and Praise;

Prayer Tower Church OS God In Christ
1135 37th Street South, St.
Pete, FL

7-8:30 p.m., Youth Bible
Study; 7:30-8:30 p.m.,
Adult Bible Study.
If you need transporta
tion to church, please con
tact the office at 822-4869
by noon on Saturday.
If you are looking to
unite with a church family,
we encourage you to expe
rience Jesus with us.
Easter is a time of
remembering, repenting
and rejoicing our risen
Lord! Happy Easter to all!

the beauty of Spring, the
Easter season and its mean
ing, let us celebrate the
happiness that friends are
always giving and make
every day a holiday and
celebrate just living.
Moore’s Chapel’s pas
tor, Rev. James T. Blount,
officers and members ex
tend a hearty Christian
invitation to all: “Come,
visit and worship with us”.
Your day will be filled with
Christian
fellowship,
Christian wisdom and the
presence of the Holy Spirit
will take control.
Our Easter services
have been planned with the
“church and the communi
ty in mind”. Good Friday
service will begin Friday,
March 29th, at 12 p.m. The
Easter Egg Hunt will begin
Saturday, March 30th, at
4:30 p.m. in Fellowship
Hall.
Sunrise service will be
gin at 6:30 a.m., and break
fast will be served after

School Department, under
the leadership of Tony Ma
con, will present our Easter
program at 9:30 a.m. The
children have delighted
themselves in the prepara
tion of this program. Let us
come and encourage them.
During our 11 o’clock
service, Pastor Blount will
continue his sermons on
Elijah using the title “Emp
ty
Barrel
Graduate
School”. I encourage and
admonish you to come and
hear him.
Our souls were fed with
the living word as he
preached Sunday, March
24th, On the title “Dry
Brook University”. We
have ten more Sundays to
hear sermons about Elijah.
You wouldn’t want to miss
any of them.
Coining events:
March 28th - District
Revival Planning meeting,
Moore’s Chapel AME, 7
p.m.
April 13 th - Tom

CWM 2002 Easter Appeal
Rev. Dr. C.C. Carlmann, CEO of ‘Caribbean World
Mission, has sent out letters of appeal asking Pastors and
Businesses for their Annual Easter Donations. 2001 Annual
Easter Donations were $3,030.54. The needs are greater,
around the world today and

Send donations to:
CWM, P.O. Box 82456, Tampa, FL 33612

(813) 935-9455

Galilee Missionary
Baptist Church
505 - 35th Street S. • St. Petersburg, FL • 327-3186
Morning Worship.............................................7:45a.m.
Sunday School ..................
9:15 a.m.
Mid-Morning Worship................................. .10:50a.m.
Baptist Training Union ....,............ .5:00 p.m.
Mid-Week Worship.......... Wednesday 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study/Prayer Service . .Thursday 7:30 p.m.
Contijoin us at the Church when everyone is Welcome!

Elder Clarence Welch, Pastor
Sunday School TO a.m.
Morning Service 11:30 a.m.
YPWW 5:30 p.m. Sunday
Church Service 6:30 p.m. Sunday
Night Services 7:30 p.m.
Tuesday Services 7:30 p.m.

are looking for a larger

response this year.

Organization, 1 p.m.
Reminders:
Tutoring - Monday and
Thursday,
6-8
p.m.,
Fellowship Hall (Annex),
grades 1-12, sponsored by
the Daisy Pierce Women’s
Missionary Society.
For transportation to
Church School, Bible Stu
dy and Church Services,
please contact Tony Ma
con, 328-0022, Willie
Frank Bryant, 894-6067, or
Mose Bell, 906-8225. For
other scheduled events,
please see ad in this news
paper.
“The love of God sur
rounds us
Like the air we breathe
around us As near as a heartbeat
As close as a prayer
And whenever we need
Him,
He’ll always be there.”
Helen Steiner Rice

Prayer is a
tremendous
force. It can
heal a
broken
body.-.repalr
a severed
relationship...or
restore a
joy that has
been lost

GRACE
FELLOWSHIP
CENTRAL

F
E
L
L

Except God build the
house they labor in
vain that build it.
Ps. 127:1

O
W
s
H
I
P

SERVICE
Sunday School
9:30 - 10:30
Morning Worship 10:30
Evening Worship 6:30
Wed. - Pray 7:00
Bible Study 7:30

Rev. Earnest Jones,
Pastor

Pastor Leonard Wilson • Phone: 536-1890

Moore’s Chapel
AME Church
Rev. James T. Blount - Pastor
Sunday Worship - 8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School (all ages) - 9:30a.m.
Noon Day Prayer/Bible Study - Wednesday -12:00 p.m.
Bible Study - Wednesday - 7:00 p.m.
3037 - Fairfield Avenue south
St. Petersburg, Florida 33712

(727) 321-3545

Sunday Services:
Church School......................................... ..
9am:
Praise & Worship Services............................... '. 10:30am
Tuesday Services:
Prayer Service............................................. ......... 6:30pm
Bible Study............................ ................................... 7pm

Join us as we (ift up the name ofJesus

Dr. Alvin
Moore,
Pastor

Pentecostal Teipple Cljurcl) of God ip Christ
2230 - 22nd Street S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 894-6764 • (727) 550-0388
Elder William E. Anderson, Pastor
Sunday School
Morning Worship
Community Bible Study
Prayer & Bible Study
Intercessory Prayer

St. Joseph Church
2101 - 22nd Ave. S., St. Petersburg
Sunday Masses Are At:
9 a.m. and 11 a.m.
Gospel Choir 9 a.m.
Traditional Choir 11 a.m.

NURSERYAND
CHILDREN’S
CHURCH
AVAILABLE

The members would like to invite
you and your family to worship with
us. Our services are:
Tuesday Morning Prayer 9:00am
Weds.-Family Worship
7:00pm
Sunday School
10:00am
Sunday Morning Worship 11:15am
Sunday Evening Worship 7:00pm

NEW HOPE MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

The church where everyone is welcome & the Spirit of Christ lives.

Phone
(813)328-9412

419 - 5th Street S., St. Petersburg, FL 33701
Phone: 898-3838

2120 - 19th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 896-5228

Sunday School. . . . ........... 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship........ .. .11:00 a.m.

CENTER

GRACE

Bible Holiness Church of God in Christ

“Where The Word Is Changing Lives”

3700 22nd Avenue S. • 321-0020
Elder Clarence L. Warren, Pastor

GRACE FELLOWSHIP CENTER

blessed, for the ground you
stand on is Holy ground.
We thank everyone for
their support and your
prayers, for God still hears
and answers prayer, for the
prayers of the righteous
still availeth much. Again,
we say thank you, and may
God bless and keep you is
our prayer.
Elouise Lindsey is the
reporter, and Elder Frank
lin Evans is senior pastor.

Pastor: Elder B.O. Walker

Mt. Zion Primitive
Baptist Church

4240 Central Avenue • St. Petersburg, FL 33711 • (813) 328-9412

He that dwelleth in the
secret place of the most
high shall abide under the
shadow of the Almighty. Psalms 91:1
As the trees bowed, the
Holy
Spirit
ushered
through the property at our
new location, 3501 37th
St. S. Visitors, as well as
the members, were blessed
by the Word of God as the
assistant pastor Missionary
Rebecca Evans preached
the Word of God.
Everyone is invited and
welcomed to visit and wor
ship with us. You will be

Father Callist Nyambo, Pastor

Tuesday
Wednesday
Saturday

10:00
11:30
7:30
7:30
5:45

a.m
a.m
p.m
p.m
a.m

“A church working togetherfor the up budding offfod’s kingdom”
With Allah's Name, The Merciful Benefactor, The Merciful Redeemer

Masjid Al-Muminin
Islamic Services

ELIM

Seventh-Day
Adventist Church

801 - 6th Avenue S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 894-5246 / 823-1619
SATURDAYS
Sabbath School: 9 am
Morning Worship: 11 am
Youth Hour: 1 Hour Before
Sunset
WEDNESDAY
Prayer Meeting: 7:30 PM
ELIM Junior Academy & Day Care Center

Jumuah Prayer - Friday 1:30 p.m.
Qur'anic Study - Sunday 11:00 a.m.
Taleem - 12:00 p.m.

Travelers Rest
Missionary Baptist
Church

Imam Wilmore Sadiki
3762 - 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 327 - 8483

2183 - 22nd Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Church Phone: 822-4869
Residence: 824-6021
Mid-Morning Worship Service . .10:45 a.m.
Sunday School...............
QAn n m
Prayer/Praise Service (Ws

R®vj^™d

BREAKTHROUGH CHRISTIAN CENTER

"WE ARE THE CHURCH WHERE CHRIST IS THE CENTER OF ATTRACTION"

Friendship

■M’l MINIMIS DYNAMIC l’K\IS[ \ \\( JRSHIPI!
PRAYER 30 MINUTES
BLJORI I VERY sLKVIl I
Stind.n SfivucO 50 AM
"Power Breakthrough Service1" 11:00 AM
A Night uf 1’roriiii‘i v
7 ’.{) PM Sunday
HTMJAY ‘WORD E\Pl( iSION
7 50 I’M
I Rl' )Vi JUBILEE M kA !( L 7 50 PM
If "YOUTH JN ACTION" - Saturday, 6 PM
■ NURSERY TODDLER MINISTRY <5 & under!
■
SL'NI )\Y 5LRVILI b ONLY
RADIO MINISTRY-WRXB-1590 AM

Missionary Baptist
3300 - 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 906-8300
Pastor John A. Evans
Sunday 7:45 AM and
11 AM Worship
Sunday School 9:30 AM
Wednesday
Noonday Bible Study and
Bread of Life
Thursday
Prayer and Bible Study 7 PM
also Youth Enrichment Hour

955 - 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 894-4311
www.mzprogressive.org

Sunday School: 9:00 a.m.
Worship Service: 8:00 a.m. • 10:00 a.m.

II

Wednesday, Prayer Meeting: 7:00-8:00 p.m.
Wednesday, Bible Study: 8:00-9:00 p.m.
(Adult and Youth)

1940 - 49th Street South
St. Entcrsl wig, FL
(727) 321-4986/888-447-PRAY (7729) • Fax (727) 321-3937
\\ib‘i!c www.hri aklhrumihi i > um • E-imtil. (W'.k>i'»,bre.]ktliinii.‘hr < rnni
I
"PROPHr.llC FIKL IS FAI I ING"

Monti,n through Fridav b OO-G 1 j AM
Sundays 9:30-10:00 AM
\\ TAN-1 510 \M Mimin'. 4 5il-i I’M

■ASTOR/PROPHE1
SGI ENN! Mil LI'R

Pastor Louis M.
Murphy, Sr.

C ()Mt AS Y( )U ARE

Nil > [ JKESS (< >Dr

M P/ace ofHealing and Restoration"

RELIGIOUS NEWS continues

Pentecostal Temple COGIC 10th Street Church of
Praicf* flrwl Lx- u:« was
■_; willing
.21,2 kto give
2__ ihim
_? _up

Praise God for His
faithfulness!
Sunday,
March 24th, marked the
climax of our “Rebuilding
the Walls, Phase II” proj
ect. The past six months
have been filled with serv
ices and activities as the
saints have busied them
selves with endeavors to
reach their goal.
It is not surprising that
the atmosphere of the
Morning Worship Service
was that of anticipation and
excitement. The speaker of
the hour was Elder Terence
Merritt. Elder Merritt is a
product of Pentecostal
Temple but now resides in
Baltimore, MD.
The scripture text was
taken from Genesis 22:1-3,
and his subject was “Give
God What He Wants”. He
exhorted us to stop trying
to bargain with God by giv
ing Him things He will not
be satisfied with. He asks
for “Isaac” but we give
Him
“Ishmael”.
Our
“Isaac” is the sacrificial
service or offering which
God has us to do or to give.
Faith in what God has said
will, cause us to act in obe
dience and believe God for
for the outcome.
Elder Merritt stated that
we sometimes mistake our
seed for our harvest instead of investing our
seed into God’s ministry,
we devour it by “eating it
up” on selfish desires. But
when ' we give God our
seed, we can expect a har
vest that will be more than
enough to meet our needs.
Isaac was Abraham’s
seed. Because Abraham

to God, his harvest would
be a nation of people more
in number than the sand of
the seashore or the stars in
the sky. Elder Merritt also
shared a wonderful testi
mony of debt cancellation
and physical healing be
cause he obeyed the voice
of God in planting a seed
and naming what he de
sired from God.
The morning offering
and pledge donations had
already been received, but
Elder Merritt challenged
the congregation to listen
to the voice of God and
give Him the “Isaac” which
He was asking from each of
us. The response was
tremendous! The anointed
Word had spoken to our
hearts and challenged us to
believe God.
The conclusion of the
whole matter...God did
“exceeding,
abundantly
above all” that we asked or
even thought! What a
mighty God we serve! Our
final figures tallied above
and beyond the goal that
was set! Once again, God
has proven Himself to us
and done great things for us
whereof we are glad!
Thank God for His gra
cious provision and favor.
Pastor
William
Anderson,
Chairlady
Evelyn Foster and the
Pentecostal
Temple
COGIC family alsd take
this opportunity to express
to you, our family, friends,
neighbors and business of
the St. Petersburg and Bay
Area communities, our sin
cerest “Thank You”. We

would not have reached our
goal without your constant
participation and support
during our endeavors. Our
prayer for each of you is
that God will honor your
kindness toward us and
will bless you in a very rich
and prosperous way.
The saints later jour
neyed to Reach the Un
reach COGIC at 6 p.m. for
our District Fellowship
Service. This service was
in honor of Evelyn Foster
who is the District YPWW
President. The youth lead
ers gave highlights of their
activities in their local
churches, and the youth
participated with dance and
song presentations. Elder
Merritt once again graced
the pulpit to deliver the
message of the evening. He
exhorted the congregation
from Matthew 14:22-23
with the subject of “When
Was the Last Time You
Walked on Water?” He
challenged us to get out of
our comfort zones (“the
boat”) and do extraordinary
things (be “water-walk
ers”) for the kingdom of
God. When we hear the
voice of Jesus, we must
choose to trust Him and
walk with Him in an
extraordinary way. Our
souls were richly fed as we
received the life-changing
Word of God.

God
The Sunday School
Dept. is sponsoring an
Easter Egg Hunt at Unity
Park, Saturday, March
30th, from 11 a.m.-l p.m.
There will be prizes and
refreshments. Ages 2-12
welcome. All children
should be accompanied by
an adult.
During our Easter
Sunday 11 a.m. worship
service the Drama Ministry
will present a play entitled
"As I Have Loved You"
written by Jacqueline
Rosett Dickman. This play
is a dramatic presentation
of the Last Supper, which
depicts a Bible-based pres
entation that recreates the
night Jesus, said "good
bye" to his disciples. In
this drama each disciple
describes his background
and life with Jesus. You are
invited to witness this
event as it unfolds on
Sunday, March 31st.
Last Saturday, March 23rd,
from 4 p.m. - 6 p.m. the
youth sponsored their first
annual free spaghetti out
reach dinner for the com
munity. The dinner was
served at the church and
was a huge success; The
youth welcomed and joy
fully served about 80
guests from the neighbor
ing shelters, next door sen
ior citizen complex, and
neighboring housing com
plexes,
The pastor,
Minister Ronald Bell was

“The Lord is great and is to be
highly praised; His greatness is
beyond understanding.”
Psalms 145:3

very excited about this out
reach.
Weekly Services:
o Prayer Service,
Monday night 7-8 p.m.
o Bible
Study,
Wednesday night, 7:158:15 p.m.
Monthly Events:
o Singles Ministry
every 2nd Friday.
o Married Couples
Ministry, 3rd Friday,
o Seniors Ministry 4th
Saturday.
Please call the church
for further information and
monthly meeting locations.

Galilee Missionary Baptist
Church--------------------------- ------Galilee
Missionary
Baptist Church invite you
to worship with them dur
ing their Easter Morning
Early Sunrise Service at
6:45 a.m.
The Youth
Department Easter Egg
Hunt will be Saturday 3/30
from 4:00 - 6:00 p.m. at
the church. The annual
Easter Program will be
held Easter Sunday @ 9:15
during Sunday School. On
Sunday March 31st Galilee
will hold groundbreaking
services for their new fel
lowship center. The guest
speaker will be Reverend

The Road to Calvary
Continues------------- —
On Sunday March
24th,
First
.Baptist
Institutional
Church,
Friendship
Missionary
Baptist Church and Mt.
Zion Primitive Baptist
Churches and their congre
gations joined together in
the first of six nights of
worship to reenact Jesus’
last week on earth. These
services are being held at
First Baptist Institutional
Church, 3144 3rd Avenue
South in St. Petersburg at
7:00 P.M. nightly. Sunday
night was the first night in
this week long celebration,
which continues through
Friday
March
29th.
Sunday
night
Pastor
Thompson brought the
message and his choirs pro
vided the music while
Pastor Warren presided.
Monday night Pastor Evans
brought the message and
his choirs sang while
Pastor Thompson presided.

Robert Ward, Pastor of Mt.
Moriah Missionary Baptist
Church.
Members are to be
reminded that Congress #1
of
Union
Foreign
Missionary Association
will be held March 26 March 30th @ St. John
Missionary Baptist Church
1500 Pennsylvania
Avenue, Clearwater, FL.
Galilee will render services
at 6:30 p.m. Choir # 3 and
Ushers #3 are scheduled to
serve during this time. The
bus will leave the church
@ 5:15 p.m. The

Youth Department services
will be at 12:00 p.m. and
the bus will transport them
at 11:15 a.m.
The
Education
Committee and Choir #3
would like to thank every
one who attended their pro
gram on Sunday March 17
and Sunday March 24.
Mrs. Betty Jenkins is the
president of the Education
Committee and Sister
Jennie Sledge is the choir
president.
Galilee
Missionary
Baptist Church - 505 35th
St. S„ 727-327-3186.

Greater Mount
Zion A.M.E. Church

Tuesday night Pastor
Warren preached and his
choirs sand while Pastor
Evans
presided.
Wednesday First Baptist
was in charge with Pastor
Thompson presiding and
Pastor Evans preaching.
These joyous and uplifting
worship services have been
a tremendous blessing to
all those who have attended
thus far and they promise to
continue to be a blessing.
Thursday night Pastor
Evans will preside and his
choirs will provide the
music while Pastor Warren
brings the preached word.
On Friday, the final night
of services, Pastor Warren
will preside and his choirs
will sing while Pastor
Thompson brings the mes
sage.
All are welcome to
come out and celebrate
with us as we continue on
The Road to Calvary.

\ O’Sing unto the Lord
a new song; for he hath
done marvelous things.
Pastor
Clarence
Williams and the Mount
Zion Family invites you
to join our Easter Sunday
Sunrise
Service
on
Sunday, March 31, 2002
at 3:30pm at Vinoy Park.
Come and see the setting
and the rising of the sun as
we
celebrate
the
Resurrection of our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ.
Beginning at 9:am on
Easter Sunday morning
The Church School will
be presenting "Conqueror
Of The Tomb"
Join Us In Our
Weekly Activities: Bible
Study Every Monday
Evening
at
6:00pm,
Vintage and Bible Study
Every Wednesday at
11:00am Early Morning
Prayer
Meeting

Wednesday's at 6:AM
Mid-Week
Prayer
Meeting Wednesday's at
7:3Qpm Tune In Every
Sunday
Morning
at
8:30am for our live
Broadcast on WRXB.
Thought For The
Week
Beloved Let Us Love
One Another, For God Is
Of Love, And Everyone
That Loveth Is Bom Of
God And Knoweth, For
God Is Of Love. 1 John 78.
Have A God Filled Week
and HAPPY EASTER

Trust in the Lord
with aUine heart,
and sec won’t tfe
your out blessings
uou won’t nave room
enough to receive!

OBITUARIES
Survivors include her son,
Bernard D. (Clara) Gore,

OCALA
RITES
DURDEN,
JOHNNIE
MAE,
died
recently.
Survivors include her hus
band, Ernest Durden; five
sons, Tony, Ernest and Alden
Gatlin, Ft. Lauderdale, and
Chris and Kevin Durden,
Ocala; three daughters, Tonya,
Ebony and Stephanie Durden,
Ocala;, two sisters; three
grandchildren; and several
other family members and
friends. Summers Funeral
Home, Ocala.
GORE, INEZ COLDEN,
94, died March 14> 2002.'

Ocala; two brothers; eight
grandchildren; 11 grandchil
dren; three great great grand
children; and several other
relatives
and
friends.
Cunningham’s Funeral Home,
Oeala.

Survivors include his son,
Dennis Tyrone Jones, Ocala;
his
stepdaughter,
Helen
(Clarence) Archie; 10 grand
children; 10'great grandchil
dren; and several other rela
tives
and
friends.
Cunningham’s Funeral Home,
Ocala.

JACOBS, JAMES “JIM”,
89, died March 12, 2002.

MACKEY, ANGELEE,
65, died March 14, 2002-

Survivors include three sons;
nine daughters; 40 grandchil

Survivors include her com

dren; 44 great grandchildren;
seven great great grandchil
dren; and several nieces,
^nephews,
relatives
and
friends. Summers Funeral
Home, Ocala.
JONES, RICHARD, 90,
died
March
15,
2002.

panion, Walter Rushing; nine
daughters;. the father of her
children, Isaiah Mackey; one
brother; 27 grandchildren;
seven great grandchildren;
and several nieces, nephews,
cousins and other friends.
Summers Funeral Home,
Oc.ala. .

In the March 21st edition of The Weekly Challenger Obituaries, it
was incorrectly credited to Summers Funeral Home for the handling
of Walter Blunt's funeral. Cunningham's Funeral Home handled the
arrangements. We sincerely apologize for this error.

CREMATION?...FUNERAL?
PLANNING AHEAD
Today we plan ahead for our legal wishes with Wills or
Trusts. We make financial arrangements for our retire
ment with IRA's or 401s.
The most difficult and emotional plans, Funeral or
Cremation arrangements are often left undone for
someone else to agonize over...
at abbey-parklawn funeral home we believe that
planning ahead is the finest gift one can give to their
loved ones, we maintain complete files for your pre
arrangement needs. Our facility has Mausoleum; Niches
and ground spaces at "Discounted” prices for pre-plan
ning. Our at-need staff and pre-need staff are here to
answer your questions and help in any way we can...call
us toll free @ 1-800-226-3012.

"Locally owned...Family operated"

GOD KNOWS BEST
Our Father knows what’s best
for us
So why should we complain
We always want the sunshine.
But He knows there must be rain
and so He tests us often with
sickness and with pain.
Not to hurt or punish us, but so
that we may gain strength to
meet with courage life’s troubles,
trials and sorrow, knowing there
awaits us the joy of God’s
tomorrow.

Now Open To Serve
Serenity
Memorial
Funeral
Home, inc.
A Full Service Parlor

PRIMERICAJ

Young’s
Funeral
Home

Amemberof Citigroup

Roger K. Clendening
Senior Personal Financial Analyst
6161 - 9th. Street North
St. Petersburg, FL 337G3

Bus. (727) 521-0169
Call Roger Today To Schedule Your Complimentary,
Confidential Financial Needs Analysis!
Hn independent representative of Primerica Financial Services
Representing: Primerica Ufe, Insurance Company/Executlve Offices: Duluth, Georgia

www.theweeklychallenger.com

A Full Service Firm

Robert C. Young
Funeral Director
Since 1975
1005 Howard Street
(Corner So. Greenwood Ave.
. & Howard)
Clearwater, FL

442-2388

"It’s all taken care of'
These were the words that
brought calm to me when my
family member passed away.
She had already taken care
of her funeral and burial
expenses three years ago.
We just placed one call to
McRae Funeral Home and

Elder Leon Lavell Thomas, Sr.
Founder/Executive Director

• Professional Staff • Casket Display
• Cremations • Urns Available
832 N.E. 5th Street (Hwy. 44), Crystal River

1-866-564-1408

found out that not only was
the funeral paid for - it was
at prices that were in effect
at the time she made the
arrangements. What a
savings - What a peace of
mind.

'Swt/ftere

/fetne,

So that your funeral is fully funded and won’t be a financial bur
den on your family, contact McRae Funeral Home today and dis

“Personalized with the Utmost

cuss how you can guarantee the future price at today's cost.

Dignity, Confidence and
Understanding.”
Limousine Rental Service

351-0566
2238 NW 10th St.
Ocala, FL34475

Lillie T. Shelton, L.F.D.
Alvis Summers, L.F.D.
Notary Public

McRae Funeral Home
1940 Martin Luther King Jr. Street South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33705
(727) 895-6005

WHEN LIFE KNOCKS YOU TO YOUR KNEES, YOU’RE IN THE PERFECT POSITION TO PRAY!
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CLASSIFIED ADS...get results!
Your

HAVE AN EVENING OUT ON US
With 3 of your Friends

Aries March 21 to April 19 - Don’t jump to conclu

CALL TODAY TO SEE SUPERSTAR ATHLETES AND
PROFESSIONAL BASEBALL AT ITS BEST
RIGHT HERE IN ST. PETERSBURG
YOUR TAMPA BAY RAYS vs. DETROIT TIGERS

sions during a discussion on die 30th; there really isn’t a prob
lem. You’ll be feeling extra-romantic on the 31st - let your mate
indulge you! Ornthe 4th, you’ll make a vital decision.

Taurus April 20 to May 20 - A surprise call from a

"At the TROP"
April 3 or 4, 2002

faraway loved one on the 30th will boost your spirits. On the
1st, a job opportunity will arise! give it serious consideration.
Agreeing to disagree on the 29th will pay off.

Your Ticket Is A Phone Call Away - 727-822-8996

Gemini May 21 to June 21 - Graciously decline a co
worker’s invite on the 1st; it’s best to keep it just business. On
the 3rd, you’ll come up with an ingenious timesaver that’ll ease

Sales Representative

stress. You’ll enjoy a passionate evening on the 29th.

Cancer June 22 to July 22 - What seems like a finan
cial setback on the 31st will come with a silver lining. On the
4th, an emotional d.ay will result in some positive changes. Your

SUPPORT THE
BLACK PRESS

Unlimited Income Potential
PREFER OUTSIDE SALES EXPERIENCE

Virgo Aug. 23 to Sept. 22 - The 30th promises to be a

CALL (727) 822-8996 for details
or submit resume via fax to (727) 823-2568

social high point. On the 2nd, ask for help with a project; it’ll
guarantee success. The stars say you need a break, so set aside
some “me” time on the 4th.

Libra Sept. 23 to Oct. 22 - Need to tackle a big project?

JOIN THE TEAM...
YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE

Pencil it in on the 30th, and you’ll breeze through it. On the 4th,
take on a new leadership role. Your charisma will skyrocket on
the 5th, so expect to make great strides at work.

Scorpio Oct. 23 to Nov. 21 - You’ll finally close the

The City of St. Petersburg Police Department needs police officers.

door on a nagging personal problem on the 30th. On the 1st, fol
low through with your great idea; you’ve struck gold! YoUr on-

, At least 19 yoa. Have obtained 30 college cred
it hours to enter cadet program.
Successfully complete pre
employment screening process. Be in good physical and mental
health.

target advice will help a friend in need on the 3rd.

Requirements:

Nov. 22 to Dec. 21 - A new diet

startea on the 30th will be a long-term success. On the 2nd, a
loved one’s words will prove how much you’re cherished. A
burst of passion on the 4th will kick your love life up a notch.

Capricorn Dec. 22 to Jan. 19 - Extend an invita

Photos By
Bill Thomas
*For All Of Your Photo Needs*

• Church Events
• Banq nets
• Weddings
> School Activities

Starting salary of $13.44/hourly (cadet status). 100%
sponsorship through police academy. All equipment supplied.
Health and retirement plans. Paid Holidays, shift differential pay,
and educational incentive pay.
Benefits:

tion to a new friend on the 30th; it will mean more than you
know. On the 31st, let the day take you where it will; you’ll be
glad you did! A decorating project started on the 5th will be a
Hat.

• Sorority or Fraternity Activities
> Sporting Events
> Reunions

Bill Thomas Photos

Aquarius Jan. 20 to Feb. 18 — Ignore a co-worker’s
odd Behavior on the 1st; it has nothing to do with you. On the
2nd, much-anticipated family news will finally be announced. A
romantic reunion on the 5th may change your future plans.

For further information, contact Officer Vivian L. Holmes, (727)
551-3405, or log on to ww.stpete.org.

Pisces Feb. 19 to March 20 - The 31st will bring you

An Equal Opportunity Employer

■BSeefelj (Gjallrnger (727)896-2922 • Home (727)825-0384

Call Anytime, Day Or Night!

PICK OF
THE

together with a treasured old friend. On the 1st, extend an olive
branch to an estranged loved one; she’ll happily accept. A last-

to a getaway will be yours on the 5th.

WEEK!

SAVE W ATER

CITY OF
ST. PETERSBURG
Employment Division
Office is Located at
One 4th St. N., 4th Floor
Mon., Wed., Fri. Only

EQUAL OPPORTUNITY? EMPLOYER
3P
CAPRI

REAL ESTATE
727-341-0754
FOR SALE
Remodel Homes
•
•
•
•

2/1
2/1
2/2
3/1

$53,500
$57,000
$68,500
$63,000

FIREFIGHTER/EMT
$28,626 - $44,761
CLOSE: April 22, 2002
Firefighting an,d emergency medical Work. For additional benefit
and salary information., please refer to our website:
HTTP://www.stpete.org/firepay.htm
OTHER BENEFITS
Three weeks paid vacation first year, one 24 hour Relief Shift (R
day) every 6 weeks. Ten paid holidays. Excellent Pension, with
up to 100% of pay. Beginning October 1, 2002 the salary range
will be $30,058 - $46,99.9. Many other great benefits. Must be
a high school graduate or possess a GED certificate and must
meet all criteria of the City's current "Selection Standards for
Firefighter Positions". Candidates must also possess and
maintain both Firefighter and Emergency Medical
Technician Certificates as issued by the State of Florida.
Must also be in possession of a valid driver's license at time of
application and a valid State of Florida Class "D" driver’s license
at time of appointment. Must be- a non user of tobacco products.
Selection Process: Review of applications for overall qualifica
tions, relevant training and experience. Most qualified candi
dates will participate in a pre-employment screening process
which includes an Oral Board Interview, Physical Abilities
Combat Test,, Background Investigation, Polygraph and post
offer pre-employment Medical Exam and Drug Test.
Applications will be received in the Employment Office, One
Fourth Street North, 4th Floor, Monday, Wednesday and
Friday only. Preference in appointment will be extended to eli
gible veterans and, in some instances, spouses of eligible veter
ans. To receive veteran's preference, documentation of status
must be submitted at time of application.

Setty j.

BEAUTY BOOTH
. RENTAL
1531 - 16th STREET SOUTH
PHONE 7 2 7-894-0511

$75 Per Week
and all utilities paid
Air Conditioned
E-MAIL ARTICLES

PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT COM
PLIANCE WITH REQUIREMENTS
OF CHAPTER 287.055, LAWS OF
FLORIDA, CONSULTANTS COM
PETITIVE NEGOTIATION ACT,
AS AMENDED AND THE CITY OF
TAMPA’S
WOMENZMINORITY
BUSINESS ENTERPRISE PRO
GRAM

FIREFIGHTER/PARAMEDIC
$33,781 - $52,818
NO CLOSING DATE

Up WttWg
2500 Dr. M.L. King Street, St. Petersburg, FL 33705

6 Months
$18
10

Annual
$30
18

Name
Address_
City____

State

Zip Code

Phone
Is this a renewal?___ If so, who is your carrier?_

FLORIDA
uOTTTO

4-25-26
33-42-51

CA$H 3
032 764 189
340

FOR PUBLICATION

EOE

ifewsome,
'Realtor

Subscription:
Man
Home Delivery

A Unique Profession!!
Hands-on care of the
terminally ill.
Accepting Applications
RNs, LPNs
(FL License Required)
&HHA./CNAS
(Both FL cert, needed)
586-4432
300 E. Bay Drive
Largo, FL 33770-3770

Immediate Opening

Leo

NEWS
DEADLINE
IS 4 P.M.
MONDAY

OF THE FLORIDA SLINCOAST

Caring for Pinellas County,
Florida since 1977

For a Newspaper Advertising Sales Executive

July 23 to Aug. 22 - Sit in the sunshine on the 30th;
it’s just what you need. On the 31st, you may fun into an old
flame, so be sure to look your best! A work-related crisis on the
1st will offer an opportunity to shine.

minute invite

The Hospice

The Weekly Challenger has an

problem-solving skills will impress others on the 5th.

Sa Q i tta r i US

WRXB RADIO STATION IS
SEEKING AN ENERGETIC, SELF
STARTER WITH A MINIMUM OF 2
YRS. SALES EXPERIENCE. COM
MISSIONED. MUST POSSESS
GOOD COMMUNICATION SKILLS
AND BE PERSONABLE. COMMIS
SION ONLY. PLEASE FAX
RESUME TO (727) 321-3025

Firefighting and emergency medical work. For additional' bene
fit and salary information, please refer to; our website:
HTTP://www.stpete.org/firepav.htm
OTHER BENEFITS
Three weeks paid vacation first year, one 24 hour Relief Shift (R
day) every 6 weeks. Ten paid holidays. Excellent pension, with
up to 100% of pay. Beginning October 1, 2002 the starting
salary will be $35,470 -$55,459. Many other great benefits.
Must be a high school graduate or possess a GED certificate and
must meet all criteria of the City's current "Selection Standards
for Firefighter Positions". Candidates must also possess and
maintain Firefighter, Emergency Medical Technician, and
Paramedic Certificates as issued by the State of Florida.
Must also be in possession of a valid driver's license at time of
application and a valid State of Florida Class "D" driver’s license
at time of appointment. Must be a non user of tobacco products.
Selection Process: Review of applications for overall qualifica
tions, relevant training and experience. Most qualified candi
dates will participate in a pre-employment screening process
which includes an Oral Board Interview, Physical Abilities
Combat Test, Background Investigation, Polygraph and post
offer pre-employment Medical Exam and Drug Test,
Applications will be received in the Employment Office, One
Fourth Street North, 4th Floor, Monday, Wednesday and
Friday only. Preference in appointment will be extended to eli
gible veterans and, in some instances, spouses of 5”eligible vet
erans. To receive veteran's preference, documentation of status
must be submitted at time of application.
EOE'

Make checks payable to: (Tip Wridg CiyalUngrr
CITY OF ST. PETERSBURG
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RFQ - MuseumRPR: The City of
Tampa desires to obtain professional
Architectural/Engineering services as
the City’s representative during
design and construction of the Tampa
Museum of Art. Services may in
clude acting as resident project repre
sentative, construction inspection,
threshold inspection, construction
engineering, oversight of materials
testing, coordination or review or
other associated contract administra
tion activities required during design,
construction or the opening of the
new Museum. Questions may be di
rected to Jim Greiner, P.E., Contract
Administration Division, Department
of Public Works, 4th Floor North,
306 E. Jackson Street, Tampa, Florida
33602. Telephone (813)274-8598;
Fax
(813)274-8080;
Email
Jim.Greiner@tampagov.net.
As a
first, step in the selection process,
firms will be certified for further con
sideration (shortlisted) on the basis of
comparing the submitted materials
using the following general criteria:
Comparable Project Scope/Issues,
20%; RPR Experience, 20%; Project
Approach, 20%; Staff Adequacy,
20%; W/MBE Participation, 5%;
Low Amount of Previous City Work,
5%; Local Office, 5%; SF-254,
5%.Firms desiring to provide this
service to the City must submit TWO
SETS of the following:
Letter of
Interest
referring
to
RFQ
MuseumRPR; Resume of qualifica
tions and experience (Standard Form
254, 5) W/MBE certification if appli
cable; and any Supplemental materi
als; to R. Michael. Salmon, P.E.,
Chairman, Consultants Competitive
Negotiation Committee City of
Tampa - DPW, 306 E. Jackson Street,
4th Floor North, Tampa, Florida
33602 NO LATER THAN 2P.M., ;
Tuesday, April 16, 2002.

662 965 781
5-2 7-1 6-3
4-8 5-6 7-4
,

City of St. Petersburg

POLICE OFFICER
$31,877 - $48,170
NO CLOSING DATE
Police work involving the protection of life and property through
the enforcement of laws and ordinances. Work involves respon
sibility for the prevention, detection and investigation of crimi
nal activity, while assigned to a specific task or geographic area
on an assigned shift. Work is performed with considerable inde
pendence under general direction of an administrative supervi
sor, with responsibilities to include problem solving activities
while working in conjunctionb with community organizations.
Includes the use and care Of firearms, communications equip
ment, gas masks and other necessary equipment. This work
involves the element of personal danger and requires the exer
cise of considerable independent judgement including applica
tion of policy and procedure and tact. Also, includes the use of
computers to access information and generate reports. The
Police Officer may be assigned to a specialized unit requiring
specialized knowledge, training and work in units, such as vice
and narcotics, community policing, criminal investigations, etc.
Must be a high school graduate or possess a GED certificate. We
require sixty (60) college hours however, applicants with thirty
(30) college credit hours are eligible to apply. Must be at least
19, and;meet all other criteria of the current “Selection Standards
for Police Officer Positions” as set forth by the City of St.
Petersburg.
Selection Process: Personal History Questionnaire, polygraph,
vocational assessment/psychological evaluation, physical agility,
background investigation, medical exam and drug screen.
Applications will be received in the Employment Office, One
Fourth Street North, 4th Floor, Monday - Friday.
Preference in appointment will be extended to eligible veterans
and, in some instances, spouses of eligible veterans. To receive
veteran’s preference, documentation of status must be submitted
at time of application.

CITY OF ST. PETERSBURG

